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Name r. Somchat #Maneechot
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Academic Year 1981

ABSTRACT

Tne aim of the study on mythology of elephant as depicted
on Dvaravat art, now kept and on dispiayed in the Bangkok National
Museum and 5 other provincial national museums, is the rasearch on
mnythology and roles of elephants appearing in the Buddhist cannons,

which had become the themes of art excuted in Dvaravati style.

The content of the thesis is divided into 5 chapters, The
first is the introduction dealing with the background and the
importance of the elephants including reszarch mcthedelogy. The
second covers the general mythology as well as Buddhist mytholeogy
of elephant ; the third, the art of eleshant in various religions
both found in India and in neighbouring countries ; the forth, the
art objects of Dvaravati style including art style and mythology

and the last includes the conclusion and recommandation,



The result of the study has led tc }he knowledge cf the
Buddhist mythology of elephant being used as the theme of the
elephant art objects of Dvaravati style which was infiuenced both
on mythology and art prototype from India and can be classified into
five groups as follows : elephant caryatides, supporting alephant ;
"Diggajas", the elephants of fouf cardinal or sub four cardinal
directions ; elephant attendants of gcds and goddesses ; elephant
depicted on the Buddhist scenes and other eleshants of unknown

functions,

Mythology of remarkable elephants often shown in Dvaravati
art style deals with the Buddhist scenes, particularly the "Jataka®,
Concerning the elephants of the quarters that indicate both two
concepts ; animals of the quarters in which the elephant was regarded
as the guardian of the East and the concept of "Dizgajas® or “Gaja-
Lokapala®, guardians of the eight directions. In addition, thc art
objects of elephant 2s attendants of gods and go&desses representad
water, in the form of "Gaja-Lakstmi" flankad by two elephants on
“"Dharmacakra" scems tc represent special characteristic; typical

only of Uvaravati styie.

The art cbjects cf elephant of Dvaravatl style in the course
of this study, however, has nuances from those faund both in India
and in neighbouring countries relating to art styles in each suitable

araas,
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¥¢o9he Way of The Buddha,op. cit., p. 295, fig 71,
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Debala Mitra, op.cit., p.p. 2, 216, fig 131,
*®pebala Mitra, op.cit., p.p. 2, 77, 216, fig 6, 131,

*¢fcardon H. Luce, op.cit., vol. 1 : p.p. 357-373, vol. 2 :
p.p. 151 -~ 152, vol, 3 : p1. 32a, fia c, f.
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*€¢nebala Mitra, op.cit., p.p. 6, 9, 14, 71, fig 17,

*®>pamesh Shankar, op.cit., p. 89, pl. 37 : Bottom,
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°¢yincent A, Smith, -~ cit., n.p. 128 ~ 138, pl. 132,

*®€sanarat Paranavitanz, op.cit., p.p. B2-133, fig 55,
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“®°pnanda K. Coomavaswamy, La Suclpture de Bharhut, p. 38,
pl. 3, fig 6, 7, 8

*®%yasudeva S, Agrawala, op.cit., p. 226, pl. 56.
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*%Myidya Dehejia, op.Cit., pl. 38
“*hebala Mitra, op.cit., p.p. 12, 43, 49, 155, 156, fig 50.
*®&yasudera S. Agrawala, op.cit., p.p. 173-174, pl, 64

“®yincent A. Smith, The Jain Stupz (India : Varansi Delhi,
Indological Book House, 1969) p. 33, pl. 72, fig 2, pl. 74, fig 2.

*>%nlexander Cunningham, op.cit., p. 41, nl, 42,

*SCyincent A, Smith, A History of Fine Art in India, op.cit.,
p. 85, pl. 878.
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°¥g1u ; Vincent A, Smith, A History of Fine Art in India,

op.cit., pl. 35f.

*"3lu . Vasudeva S. Agrawala, op.cit., p. 173, fig 94C, pl.64.
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°9¢y, Zimmer, The Art of Indian Asian, 2 vols. (New York :
1964), vol. 2, pl. 29.

°%oC, Sivaramamurti, “"Amaravati Sculptures in the Madras
Government Museum", Bulletin of the Madras Government Museum vol.4
(Madras : 1942), pl. &, fig 9.

*“SYasudeva S. Agrawala, loc.cit.
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oRbyasudeva S. Agrawala, op.cit., p. 73, fig 31 - 32,

**n1bid., p. 57, fig 76.

%€rnandz K. Coomaraswamy, L2 Sculoture de Bharhut, p. 38,
p}. 2’ fig 3-

*“€yasudeva S. Agrawala, op.cit., p. 177, fig 95, 96

*“*1bid., p. 182, fig 103,

°‘“q1ﬁua:x§ua ; Nandadeva 4ijeskera, op.cit., p. 53, fig 56,

57.
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