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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present research were 1) to study the geographical,
historical as well as cultural backgrounds that contributed to the development of
indigo - dyed weaving, 2 ) to study the process of indigo - dyed weaving, production
development, the marketing situation of indigo - dyed textile, and 3 ) to search for ways
of conserving the village wisdom.

The scope of the research: The present researcher chose Ban Sungsa, Ban Tat
Subdistrict in Pen District, Udomthani Province as her research site. Research
activities took place from B.E. 2537 - 2538 (1994 - 1995). The study ermployed
qualitative procedure in which collection of data was made by means of compiling
documentary papers, surveying, non - participative observation, formal and informal
interviews, as well as making penetrating interviews,

The target group was comprised of the people of Ban Sungsa Village in Ban tat
Subdistrict, Pendistiet, Udomthani Province who engaged in the indigo - dyed textile
weaving.

The tools used in the study were comprised of the present researcher herself
with the help of a field notebook, a camera and a tape recorder. Analysis of the
collected data was done through group or content analysis in accordance with the
research objectives. The results are presented below in a descriptive fashion.

THE ~FINDINGS:

1. Geographical, historical, social and cultural factors had encouraged the
indigo - dyed textile weaving in the village. The weaving in the early stages of the
settlement of the village was for household consumption, for religious purposes and for
local cultural occasions. When capitalism began to make inroads into the village the
people also began to weave for sale or supply to order of the capitalists form Nongkhai
Province. |

2. The production process during the early stages depended on local materials,
labor and tools. However, when the purposes of production were changed from for
domestic use to production for sale, the employment, technology and marketing system

began to take control of the production process to save time and for a mass production.



People began to adopt scientific dyes in place of the natural indigo which was difficult
to find and, therefore, expensive. The process of making the dye was also complicated
and time consuming. On top of that were the people who stopped to weave for their
own consumption and turned to the factory - made cloth instead.

3. The problems facing the traditional ways of producing indigo - dyed cloth
included:

3.1 Thai local wisdom connecting with the weaving of the cloth is disappearing
due to the absence of transmission from one generation in the family to the next.
Besides, the new generation of people were not interested in preserving the wisdom.

3.2 Lack of capital for the production and conversion of the cloth had forced
some of the villagers to become the capitatlists’' employees. Those who insisted on
producing it for their own use, on the other hand, were often short of funds to vary their
products both interms of style and quality to meet the demands of the market and to
make profits.

3.3 The materials needed for the production are usually costly. The villagers
could no longer obtain these from natural resources. They have to rely more on the
shops in towns for the materials which presents another obstacle to the production.

3.4 Govemment 's support is not in eamest enough to preserve such local
wisdom. At the same time, it is not helping the villagers to be able to continue to live
comfortably under the current pressure of capitalism.

4. Ways for remedying the situation. Itis recommended that:

4.1 The people of the community should try to analyze their own problens ans
work together to solve them. They have to work hard to make it a recognized product of
their village so that everyone can live more sufficiently.

4.2 Government agencies should provide serious and continuous support for
the villagers including the capital, marketing assistance and the conversion techniques
for their product. The villagers should also be encouraged to rely on themselves more

than expecting assistance from outside.
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