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Title : Production Development and Social Function of Sankamphang Silk
Sankamphang District , Chiang-Mai Province

Author Mr. Wallop Thong-on

Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study and analyze the locational change
of Production Unit 2) to study about development and process of its production
changing  3) to study the factors that influence production changing  4) to study the
social function and function changing 5) to analyze social network that effect the

production process

It is found that Sankamphang Silk is originated by the group of merchants who
traveled among the communities and introduced the use of silk instead of cutton to the
skilled villagers. Villagers received wages for their skill, while the merchants were the
providers of material , weaving pattemn, color scheme, as well as marketing
management.

¥

The production increased significantly after Chiang-Mai had been developed to
be a tourism destination. Sankampang Silk was accepted as the spatial symbol souvenir.
This made Sankamphang becoming a well known tourism site and induced many
handicraft industries to flow into the area. Eventually, Sankamphang has been
promoted, by government and private agencies, to be the handicraft route of Chiang-
Mai. The silk production works have been moved closer to the Sankamphang main

road.

The most important social function of Sankamphang Silk is to indicate the social
and economic status of the owner. This is different from the northeastern region's silk

which is used as the symbol of rites of passage for female.



Tourism activities greatly influence the changing of types of products and
production techniques. While the social network of the investor has significant
influence on the design process, style, color scheme, and more important, on the

production and production cessation of Sankamphang Silk.
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