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Abstract

Title Life, Faith and Textiles : passing on Knowledge about Textiles in

Amphae Mae Chaem, Chiang Mai

Situated in a valley behind Doi Inthanon far away from the
center of development, Mae Chaem District, Chiang Mai Province, has been
regarded as a treasure house of remnants of Lan Na civilization which have
remained until today. Evidence can be seen from the architecture,
decoratives, handicrafts found- in temples and houses, the language, food,
and especially the costumes of women. Mae Chaem hand-woven textiles are
widely known for its beauty in colors and designs as well as its
uniqueness. The elaborate designs on textiles are the result of the skills
which prove to be an aesthetic expression of women in Mae Chaem. It is
also important to note that textiles in Mae Chaem not only reflect the way
of 1life of the people which is full ofvitality but also indicate faith
people have in Buddhism which guides and inspires them.

This study 1is an attempt to build an understanding of textiles
and weaving as the tools and techniques in passing on the knowledge of
religious 1idealism, the paradigme which directs the way of life of members
of any Buddhistic bommunity. The study, therefore, mainly emphasizes the
process of bassing on the knowledge from "wat" <(temple) to "Ban"

(household) which is a kind of complete education that encompasses

everyone in Mae Chaem, regardless of sex and age, from birth until death.
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