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ABSTRACT

This study of Thai-Nyo hand-woven cloths aims to investigate
traditional techniques. cloth weaving processes, cloth patterns,
and roles of cloths in the way of life of the Thai-Nvo people at
Ban Saeng Badan. Tambon Saeng Badan, Amphoe Somdet, Kalasin.

This ethnic group of Thai-Nyo is believed to move from the left
bank of the Mekhong River somewhere in Muang Khamkoet, Khammuan,

and Maha Chai Kong Kaeo to settle in Muang Tha Khon Yang and Muang



Seang Badan in 1775-76 in the reign of King Nang Klao (Rama III).
The Thai-Nyo people at Ban Saeng have conserved their own etnic
culture and traditions since the past up to the present. It can
be seen in old traditions, hit khlong or the way of living as well
as passing on knowledge of clothe weaving handicreaft. This is
regarded as continually handing down wisdom of Thai-Nvo women for
a very long time.

The following are the study findings. Thai-Nvo women
begin learning how to weave cloths when they are still young,
beginning from doing such simple things as spinning cotton yarn,
ginning cotton, beating cotton wool up to weaving plain cloths,
blankets, %nd mosquito-net cloths. Then they learn doing such
more difficult work as binding cotton yarn through the yarn
beater, weaving silk cloths, dyeing, making mat mi as well as
making khit and various special weaving techniques. Thai-Nyo
girls learn these things from their mothers who are their first
teachers of cloth weaving. Thai-Nyo cloths can be divided into
types : cotton cloths and silk cloths. There are similar and
different weaving processes. Cotton cloths are those used in
daily life. 1In the past the process of cotton cloth weaving
began from making varn by ginning cotton to obtain fine cotton
wool. Then cotton was beaten, rolled, and spun into yarn. After

that, varn was made into threads using folk process. That was,



soaking threads in steamed-rice water for thraed endurance.
Next, threads were dyed. In the past. colors used were taken
from such natural things as red color from lac, indigo color
from indigo plants, and vellow color from the heartwood of khe
{(Maclura conchinchinnensis Corner). And next, dved threads
were prepared for weaving, using such weaving instruments as
loom, beater, loom yarn-holders, and so on according to
traditional techniques continually handed down.

In terms of silk cloth weaving of Thai-Nyo women, it
begins from growing mulberries, raising silk worms up to pulling
silk threads, making mat mi, dyeing, and weaving cloths for use
on special occasions in different special activities. Each
stage of silk cloth weaving until getting peices of cloth needs
much time and particularities, especially dyeing silk cloths of
Thai-Nvo which needs knowledge of "light". That is, dveing silk
cloths of Thai-Nvo which needs knowledge of "light". That is,
dyeing by coating threads with lac and khe before dyeing to be
other colors in order to prevent fading and to make colors
durable. To select lac and khe for dyeing silk threads, lac
must be raised kusana trees, and the heartwood of khe must be

taken from khe khwai as called by the Thai-Nyo people.



In terms of Thai-Nvo cloth patterns, it is found that the
Thai-Nyo people create cloth pattterns by using such séveral

techniques as chok, khit, and mat mi. Most patterns are those

created by imitating the nature and circumstances near these
people such as plants, animals as well as imagination from their
thoughts, feelings, and techniques of designing patterns. The
cloth patterns are kept in sample cloths called "pha phrae saeq"
as models to follow the patterns when making cloths next time.
However, the principat Thai-Nyvo cloth patterns for making cloths
include naga pattern which chiefly causes confidence. The naga
are believed to be their ancestors and these animals greatly do
favors to all mankind. The cloth patterns as seen reflect that
Thai-Nyo ethnic group belongs to the same race as the Thai-Lao.
For the roles of cloths in the way of life of the Thai-Nvo
people, it is found that Thai-Nyo are bound up with the use of
cloths from their births through deaths. Cloths play their
roles in the way of life of the Thai-Nyo people as follows : to
meet the minimun needs for living including use as clothing and
household utensils; to perform life traditions and rituals such
as birth, wedding, ordaining, and death. Cloths are important
elements as symbols of performing rites along with religious
rites. It is the duty of female Thai-Nvo people to nourish

Buddhism to be in existence; to socially trasfer, accumulate and



expurate the family members such as taboos on cloth weaving are
like rules to make people live together peacefully in the society
and to cause existence of the communities up to the present: to
play functional roles of men and women without meddling in other
person’s affairs, which causes supporting one another in the
society; to indicate person’s statuses, Thai-Nyo people’s use of
clothing and dresses can point out their statuses: most royal
persons or governors, governor’s grand children, and government
officials often use special silk cloths with more speciallyv
beautiful patterns than do ordinary people; and to meet mental
needs as art and beautyv: the Thai-Nyo cloth weaving, dyeing,

making mat mi, chok, khit, and patterns are regarded as high-class

or classic art in order to meet mental needs of Thai-Nyo women who
always love beauty. Accordingly, they neatly design splendid
patterns and have special techniques of dveing by using folk
wisdom which is in accordance with the oriental theory of using
techniques of applying primary colors to cloth weaving with
beautyv and scrupulous manners.

In terms of changes of cloth use in the way of life of
the Thai-Nvo people these days, there are some changes of cloth
use onlv in clothing: whereas. household utensils and cloths woven
for tradition and ritual performance are still strictly made by
the Thai-Nvo people and they use cloths as symbols in tradition

and ritual performance as usual.
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