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THE YOY TRADITIONAL TEXTILE

The purpose of the study was to investigate methods of the
Yoy traditidnal weaving and roles of textiles in the Yoy’s way of life.
The villages chosen for the study were Ban Dua Srikanchai, Tambon
Dua Srikanchai, Amphoe Warnonniwat and Ban Ummao, Tambon Haiyong,
Amphoe Pang Kone, Sakon Nakhon. |

The results of the study were as follows :

Thé Yoy people were ethnic Thai-Lao, known as Phu Wadonsa-Ang.
They immigrated from Muang Hom Tao, Lsos and resettled in the area
of present Nakhon Panom and Sakhon Nakhon during the reign of Rama
the third. The Yoy people lived amongst the Yor, Phu Thai, Kalerng,
Sag, and So. More Yoy people lived in Amphoe Argard Amnuay, Sawang
Dandin, Panna Nikom, and Pang Khon than in the other areas.

The Yoy people loved peace. They respected government officials.
They were very good at handicrafting. They made things for own use
and/or exchange for other daily living necessities.

The Yoy women were well known for hand weaving for daily use
and rituals. Lai-khid and Mud-mhi were among the Yoy’s best weaving
designs. |

Mud-mhi design had plenty of the Yoy’s traditional weaving
designs especially Mhi-kan and Mhi-ta. They used cotton and silk
in weaving. Mud-mhi, using silk, had been neatly done by the Yoy

women. They began from making silk (soa-mai) to dying with natural



or chemical colors, making designs kMud—mhi), and weaving. The -
Yoy’s silk cloth was very beautiful. The colors of their cloth

were not very bright. They indicated that the Yoy people were
thoughtful people. The pieces, used for the Buddhist script wrappers,
were thoughtfully designed. They stood for the Yoy people. The

best designs were known as Lai Nui-loy (the floating snakes).

This special design made the Yoy’s weaving differ from other
ethnicThais.

Khid weaving designs were used for rituals rather than
everyday life. The Yoy’s khid designs were similar to the Thai’s.
Khid were sacred and were.used during ordination, wedding, khathin,
funeral, house opening, and others. Most Yoy’s weaving designs were
complicated and it took a long time to completed them. The Yoy
women were willing to learn those complicated and culturally
transmitted techniques so that they could be well prepared to enter
their married 1life.

The Yoy’s textiles were cultural learning process. By using
local wisdom and technical-know-how, the Yoy women were sufficiently

and morally trained. As a result, they were better prepared to help

their own communities to maintain their own culture.
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