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Silk Weaving at Ban Kard, San Kampaeng District, Chiang Mai

province : History and Development from 1910-1381
Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study history and
development of silk weaving at Ban kard, San Kampaeng District from
1910-1981. The focus will be on silk weaving and its social, economical,
and political aspects.

Methods of study were reading documents and conducting direct
interviews. First of all, the study shows that silk weaving became
commercialized between 1910-1911. This was the time when capital investment
first started as well as the birth'éf hired-weaving. 1In the meantime, there
were developments in production processes, patterns, colors, and designs
which all were determined by market demands. The market growth also depended
on capitalism, economy, and national development policy which promoted
both industrial investment and tourism. This growth could bhe seen clearly
when Field Marshal Pibul Songkhram was in power and when there were various
national economic and social development plans from different governments
after this era. Local authorities also submitted to these national policies.

Important developments in silk weaving can be divided into two
periods:1911-1935 and 1935-1981. The first development was to hire weavers
in villages. There were divie\ded responsibilities among villagers.
The hirer provided raw varn as well as designated colors, patterns, and sold
the products. Those who wove were women who were also agriculturalists in
Pan Kard and surrounded areas. Wages depended on how skillful those weavers
were. Important markets were Chiang Mai and surrounding provinces as well as
Burma. In 1921, when trains from Bangkok to Chiang Mai were introduced,

Bangkok became the important market. The lines of products were Pa Sin,



Sarongs in solid colors, stripes, and checked designs. Some of these silk
weavings were woven by using a twisted two color yarn in the weft. Bleaching
and dying used natural colors and weavers wove with traditional looms. This
resulted in beautiful natural colors and soft silk. If this is woven by a
skillful weaver, the silk will be tight and the edge is more beautiful than
that woven by commercial loom with flying shuttle. In the second period
1935-1981, the expanding market resulted in the mass production of silk
weaving. In 1935, the Shinawatra family brought in commercial loom with
flying shuttle so that weavers could produce more of the same quality products.
The family was supported by the government.. Thus, the form of home-weaving
had changed into factory weaving. Weavers were paid by the amount woven
each day. Later on, the bleach%pg process introduced chemical dyes.
However, during this time, hired-weavers in villages were still used until
after 1974 when they gradually disappeared along with old local patterns
on silk. Patterns, cblors, and designs of silk had changed after 1974 to
suit present fashion. These were influenced by people’s way of dressing
becoming westernized and to fit with new royal-design costumes. The central
part of the country was the leader of the new style of dressing from 1941
when Field Marshal Pibul introduced a new way of Thai people attire.
Materials from silk weaving produced from 1943-1981 were used in making
shirts, neckties, ready-made cloth, and various accessories. Pa Sin designs
and colors changed whereas Sarongs disappeared from the market. The expanding
market, both domestic and overseas, caused productibn processes to éhange

and be more modernized by 1981.
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