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'SLOTHS OF RED TAI IN SAMNUA: SPLENDID ART OF SITK CLOTH WEAVING AND
)ATTERN DESIGNING |

The purpose of the study was threefold. First, to study the
ted Tais' loom making. Second, to study the names of the Red Tais®
loth patterns and designs. Pinally, to study how the Red Tais used

loth in their everyday life and in rites.

he study found the followings: }
The ethnic Red Tais who lived in HOVAPHAN | Samnua,
X\ENQL(L‘.O » the People's Democratic Republic of Laos especially
.+t Ban SObhow and Ban Phone .Chai historically migrated from Viet Nam
00 years ago. They were very closely related to the Black and White
‘ais. They had their own spoken and written languages. Their villages
ere located in the valley and there was a river nearby. Most prople
here live on subsistence economy. Hunting, gathering, and shifting
ultivation were also practiced. They belived in spirit ghosts
specially the sky ghost (Pya Than), ancestral ghosts, and local ghosts.
he Red Tais were very good at craftsmanship, such as, basket making,

nd cloth weaving. Their traditional cloth weaving gained them fame

or a very long time.

The Red Tei males were loom makers. They prepared all the needed
ools and materials. The main structure of the looms were made of bamboo
1ld 1ooms.wer? used as models for loom makers.

Al though the names of the Red Tai cloth patterns and designsa
ere not different from cother ethnic Tais who.lived in Laos,. each
thnic Tai group had their own accents. Most names came from plants,
nimals, and natural surroundings, such as, mountains, rivers, and creeks
ome came from beliefs and geometrical ' designs. All names were
nilar +to the ones that were used or called by the Thai-Lao

hnic groups in Southeast Asia.



The ways cloth was used in everyday life and in rites were
imilar. The only difference found was in the areas of circumstances or
ocial or cultural background. Cloth was used as important gifts offeri:
o the groom's parents and cousins by the bride. For a funeral, cloth
ag ‘'used as dress or clothes for the death and as funeral decoration.
or most daily living, the Red Tai people used simple clothes. Most
mportantly, the Red Tai women learned to behave andall social norms througl
‘eaving process. Before a young Red Tai could get married, she had to
e well prepared with finished woven cloth for the groom's parents and
ousing., If she failed to meet such a social requirement, it was like:

that . she could hardly find a husband
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