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Abstract

This report aims to answer one important question: Why do
rural Isan women weave? This question can be posted in another
way: How important are the textile production processes to rural
Isan women in the Isan socio-cultural context? To answer these
questions adequately, the researchers have investigated the Isan
textile production processes through a holistic perspective which
emphasizes several dimensions, e.g., history and economic. Our
interpretation of these data has been reached through using
anthropological principles, processes, and methodology. Three
villages have been chosen for this research project. They are
situated in three districts in three separate provinces. Data
from this research reveal complex findings as follows.

1. Rural Isan women must weave Dbecause weaving is an
important aspect of their traditional way of life. Weaving was
and still is a socialization process which can be seen as a rite
of passage in their lives.

2. Rural Isan women use textile production processes as a
socio-cultural mechanism which allows them to have appropriate
roles in economics, politics, religion, and other socio-cultural
spheres, comparable which those of their male counterparts.
Their roles have shed a new light on our understanding of male-
female relationships from a horizontal rather than vertical
perspective. Their roles in this ‘horizontal relationship can be

interpreted as mutually supportive between male and female in



the family as well as the community. This view, we maintain,
reflects the local view.

3. In the changing world of the Isan village, traditional
roles of rural women engaging in the textile production have also
changed. Through textile production, women play a more active
role in the economic status of the family. Textile production
generates greater economic well being for the family. Women
combine traditional and modern knowledge in accepting new weaving
equipments and techniques so that they can meet market demand.
Thus traditional textile production has been transformed into a
modern cottage industry. This type of transformation has taken
place due to changes in socio-cultural systems such as the
economy, education, and mass communication, which provide a widgr

horizon for village women.
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(A Note on Chapter 5)
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