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ABSTRACT

This study of traditional cotton spinning and weaving techniques and
equipment used by minority peoples in Central Thailand was conducted in Lao
Krang, Thai Yuan, Lao Song, and Karen villages. The study was undertaken from
April 1993 to August 1993 in five provinces: Supanburi, Uthaithani, Chainat,
Rajaburi, and Petchaburi. The main objective of the study was to collect data
pertaining to stitching and weaving equipment. It also aimed to preserve and
promote traditional weaving tools and local wisdom. '

The methodologies employed by the study were: document analysis,
observation, photo-recording from demonstration, and interview. Altogether 23
weaving experts and key informants were interviewed.

- The study disclosed that local spinning and weaving methods comprised
several tools, such as tools for cotton spinning and thread making; tools for
weaving; and tools for stitching and designing cloth patters. At the time of this
study, it was found that most of these tools and equipment were not adequately
utilized for cloth-making purposes. These tools were neglected and some were
used for other purposes. This was due to the fact that their main occupations were
factory work, and small-scale farming. Weaving was undertaken as supplementary
occupation only when people had free time, or were unemployed. Their earning
from cloth making was relatively low since the price was determined by middie-man
agents. At the same time, the popularity of the locally-made clothes had declined.
In order to preserve and promote local techniques of weaving, the researcher
suggests the following measures. ‘ ' ‘

1. A local cultural center should be set up to collect tools for traditional
cotton spinning, weavings, and stitching. The neglected equipment should be
repaired. Models or miniatures form of these tools may also be produced as
souvenirs for tourists. The preservation of this local knowledge, however, depends
on the people’s view of the value of these artistic works.

2. Thereisaneed to encourage local peopleto producea the style of clothes
according the demand of the market. Local cloth producers should set up a
cooperative to improve the standard of the clothes, as well as to bargain for a fair
price. '

3. There should be a campaign to encourage wearing logal clothes during
main festivals to promote local or regional identity.

4. The government should encourage people in both government and
private sectors to wear local costumes once a week.

5. There should be a Thai-lady contest by having the contenders demon-
strating cloth-weaving or stitching skills.
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