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So’s Woven Cloth : A Case Study of Ethnic
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So’s Woven Cloth : A Case Study Of Ethnic So, Amphoe Dongluang,

Mukdahan and Amphoe Kusumarn Sakonnakhon

The purpose of the study was to investigate the history of So’s
woven cloth, especially their traditional production methods, designs,
problems, changes, and the beliefs related to So’s ways of life and
rituals. The data collection was done by focus group discussion and
indepth-interviews.

The research results indicated that the So’s woven cloth
classification was divided into 4 periods. Originally, So people did
not weave cloth by themselves. They traded their agricultural produce
with woven cloth done by Laotians and Phootais. They used the traded
clothes to wrap around their backs and arms and wear as Pathoong. During
the second period, So people learned how to weave their cloth from
near-by ethnic Phootais. By the third period, So had learned how to make
their own cloth designs. Their favorite was cotton cloth. At present,
most So people eithen buy finished cloth products from markets or buy
thread and other materials necessary for local weaving.

Technology used for local weaving was mainly traditional. The
designs were based on beliefs, religion, nature, geometry, and/or the

combination of these.



So’s beliefs related to ways of life and rituals. So males often
wear Sarongs, Khakuays, shorts, underwears, long and short sleeve shirts,
scarfs, and towels. So women, however, wear fewer pieces than men. They
wear pathoong or pasin (as oppose to Male's Sarong) short and long sleeve
blouses, scarfs and handkerchiefs. So households also use pillow cases,
blankets, and sheets. As for rituals, the So people use cloth during
annual Buddhist ordination ceremonies, gifts for monks during merit making
ceremonies, and wear during drumcontest festivals. Other usages included
funeral, traditional healing, birth, and wedding ceremonies.

Probliems related to So's cléth were that young Scos often used factory
made clothes because they moved to towns lookinz for jobs. Traditional
cloth wearing tended to disappear very rapidly. 'Those So women who wanted
to keep their own designs had hard time competing with Phootai and Lao
designs. Most So families were poor and thev could not put much money

on cloth making
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