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Development of Thai Song Dam Woven Fabric Products

to Add Value Following the Creative Economy Concept.
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Abstract

This study was a research and development in aspect of mixed method
between qualitative and quantitative researches. The objectives of the study were to
1) study the identity initiation and signification of the Thai Song Dum style in Bang Len
and Kamphaeng Saen Districts, Nakhon Pathom Province, 2) study and synthesize the
concept of how to establish added value of Thai Song Dum woven fabric products, 3)
develop product patterns from Thai Song Dum woven fabrics following the creative
economy concept, and 4) examine the product concepts from Thai Song Dum woven
fabrics developed by investigating the identity and meaning recognitions of targeted
customers. Population and samples in this study were 1) Thai Song Dum people in
Phai Hu Chang Subdistrict, Bang Len District and Don Khoi Subdistrict, Kamphaeng
Saen District, Nakhon Pathom, 2) 150 customers to investigate the need of Thai Song
Dum product types, 3) 150 customers to study the new product test, and 4) 3 woven-
product design experts. The research tools were structured interview and
questionnaires. An analysis was performed by descriptive statistics, e.g., frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation. As for qualitative investigation, content
analysis was carried out. The results revealed that;

1) Woven fabrics and apparels of Thai Song Dum people were the uniqueness
of Thai Song Dum ethnic group; black fabrics have been used both in everyday
activities and in rituals. It, eventually, was the identity of Thai Song Dum people.
Garments of Thai Song Dum people were basically woven from black fabrics, together
with few colors and decorations. The decorations found on Thai Song Dum woven
fabrics reflected their lifestyles, thoughts, beliefs, values, and originations of cultures,
along with important historical events affecting their ways of life. These inspired the
weavers to embellish Thai Song Dum fabrics. The study of decorations on Thai Song
Dum woven fabrics disclosed that some were inherited from their ancestors, other
were newly invented and modernized. Decorations on Thai Song Dum woven fabrics
were categorized into 3 groups: plants, animals, and mixed styles. The implication of
Thai Song Dum woven fabrics was performed by the coloration. Different colors
conveyed different meanings; indigo or black signified the repression of migrating to be
the minority in Thailand.

2) A study and synthesis of establishing added value of Thai Song Dum woven
fabrics disclosed that the designers were required to consider the principles of design.
First was function, especially psychological function. It had to please and satisfy the

customers, such as outstanding decorative styles and elegant appearances. Besides,
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practical function, which was directly beneficial to the end users, should also be
considered. Second, identity maintenance and signification of decorations and
colorations according to Thai Song Dum’s beliefs. Due to meager decorations and
limited colors of Thai Song Dum style, product design must be cautious, especially in
terms of the identity maintenance and the difference in cultures of different areas.
Accordingly, the designers should have a number of information relevant to history,
meanings, and utilization of the decorations of Thai Song Dum style so that the
confusion of using each decoration would not take place.

3) The desire of Thai Song Dum woven fabrics of targeted customers from 5
areas revealed that most found out what the problems of Thai Song Dum woven
fabrics were (1) remote selling location, (2) few items, (3) obsolete style, (4) less
utilization, (5) inappropriate price, and (6) difficult to preserve. Nevertheless, most of
the clients were considerably satisfied by Thai Song Dum woven fabrics in a holistic
manner. Top five of Thai Song Dum woven fabric products according to customers’
need were backrest pillows, napkin boxes, lady’s bags, shirts, and pants, respectively.
In addition to customers’ point of view, the price of Thai Song Dum woven fabrics
which customers were willing to pay was 201-300 THB per piece. Backrest pillows,
napkin boxes, lady’s bags, and clothes, in the present study, were designed by the
authors from outstanding weaving and sewing styles of Thai Song Dum people. Major
styles were made as Dok Prom, Kho Kood, and Jasmine styles. They were all
modernized but remained its identity and signification.

4) The examination of product concepts of Thai Song Dum woven fabrics
developed by the study of identity and meaning recognition of targeted customers,
together with such examination from the experts led to the synopses of Thai Song
Dum woven fabric patterns following economy concepts:

4.1 Backrest pillows — the most suitable patterns were type 1 and 2
which both customers and experts satisfied them the most. In addition, decorations
and colorations well represented the uniqueness of Thai Song Dum woven fabrics,
emphasizing on blue, white, and black products.

4.2 Napkin boxes — the most appropriate patterns were type 1, 3, and
4. Experts commented that type 1 had an interesting pattern. Type 3 was very
attractive to the targeted customers, even though its pattern was rather ordinary.
Besides, the outstanding patterns of type 4 were its decorations and colors which well

represented the uniqueness of Thai Song Dum style.



4.3 Lady’s bags — the most satisfactory patterns for the customers were
type 2 and 3. This corresponded to the expert’s opinion that they possessed the

elegant pattern, well decoration, and the identity of Thai Song Dum style.
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