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A Development of Multicultural Education Model in Elementary Schools
By Banyat Yongyuan

Panadda Thanasethagon

Wasunan Chumcher

Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the situations of educational management in the
multicultural schools located in Kanchanaburi Primary Educational Service Area Office 3, 2) to
conduct an experiment of the Multicultural Education model, and 3) to study the possibility of using
the multicutural education model in the schools where the students are diverse in cultures.

The participants in this study were educational executives, educational supervisors, school
directors, teachers, students, and students’parents in the Kanchanaburi Primary Educational Service
Area Office 3 (Saiyok, Thong Pha Phum and Sangkhla Buri). The research instruments were an
indept-interview, group discussions, cultural awareness observation form, multicutural education
literacy inventory, cultural diversity = respect inventory, multicultural environment recognition
inventory, and cultural pride inventory . The data were analyzed by using content analysis, percentages,
means, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.

The results were as follows:

1. The results from the descriptive analysis showed that most of the educational executives in
Kanchanaburi Primary Educational Service Area Office 3, educational supervisors, school directors,
teachers, and parents agreed with the Ministry of Education concerning the policy of the opportunity of
equal education for the students who are diverse in ethics and cultures. Most of them reasoned that
according to humanity principle, we have to help others. However, the schools in this district have still
used the educational model and curriculum drawn from the Ministry of Education. Most of the teachers
in these schools believed that it was not necessary that their schools’ existing curriculum had to
integrate the contents of multicultures, diverse ethics, languages, traditions, and ways of life into their
existing curriculum. In addition, the results showed that the extra curriculum activities such as the scout

camp, morality camp, the activities on children’s day and mother’s day, and other school activities



allowed Thai students including their parents, and the students who are not Thai including their parents
to have more interactions. These activities encouraged the students and the parents to show their own
cultures leading to the increase in multicultural understanding and harmony in the schools. Specifically,
the results showed that Mon parents and Burmese parents had more cooperation with the schools,
comparing to Thai parents.

2. The results from the inferential statistic showed that after implementing the Multicultural
Education model in the intervention schools, the students at the Kindergarten level and those at the first
to third grade levels had significantly higher mean scores on cultural awareness, than those at the
Kindergarten and first to third grade levels in the control schools. However, there were no significant
differences in cultural diversity respect, multicultural environment recognition, and cultural pride
between the intervention and control schools.

For the teachers, the results showed that after implementing the Multicultural Education
model, the teachers in the intervention school had significantly higher mean scores on the knowledge
and practices of multicultural education literacy than those in the control school. However, there were
no significant differences in the appreciation of multicultural education literacy, cutural diversity
respect and multicultural environment recognition between the teachers in the intervention and those in
the control schools.

3. For the possibility of the implementation of the multicutural education model to the schools
where the students are diverese in ethnics, the surveying results revealed that the all participants
participated in this study agreed that the multicultural education model should be implemented in the
multicultural schools. Most of them said that the implementation of multicultural education model in
the schools where the students are diverse in ethnics and cultures corresponds with the purpose of
establishing ASEAN  Community. Moreover, most of them said that several schools located in
Kanchanaburi province bordering Burma having Burmese students mixed with Thai students in the
classroom should develope the curriculum and teaching approaches which are appropriate to their own
students and support the future direction. Furthermore, they suggested that the teachers should have an
understanding of this multicultural education model and meanwhile they should still preserve the

unique and security of Thailand. Finally, the longitudinal reserach on multicultural eduation model



should be conducted in the schools in Primary Educational Service Area Office where the students are
diverese in ethnics and cultures to ensure that this model can really help students develop their
cultural awareness and cultural diversity respect as well as their academic achievement.

Keywords: multicultural education, multicultural education literacy, cultural diversity respect,

multicultural environment recognition, and cultural pride
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