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Abstract

This anthropological-based qualitative research was aimed at 1) compiling body of
knowledge about Mon Phrapradaeng music and dance 2) investigating the transformation
of Mon Phrapradaeng music and dance and 3) disseminating body of knowledge of Mon
Phrapradaeng music. Data were collected through documents and field study and were
analyzed with descriptive approach together with illustration, sound, and other symbols.
The information was presented via handouts, DVD or CD-ROM, symposium session and

multimedia on the Internet.

The findings revealed that the Mon Phrapradaeng music was recently discovered in
form of musical note recording by Teacher Chuen Rimpanich with 35 pieces of music
categorized into 4 types: 1) ceremonial music for inauspicious event e.g. Ram Sam Tad
music series and Agol music used for general event 2) dramatic music e.g. Mon Ram with
12 postures music series 3) instrumentals divided into 3 types: 3.1) Pleng Gred e.g. Pleng
Yae Pae Lae and Pleng Young Son 3.2) Pleng Raew e.g.Pleng Pua and 3.3) Pleng Mae Pleng
and 4) ending music and Pleng Pra Chan Mon e.g. Pleng Tee Tod Klo Bee.

The body of knowledge about Mon dance included 2 sets: 1) Ram Sam Tad, a
performance of dancer acting as quasi-channeler with some materials i.e. offering tray,
leaves, spindle, saber, and alcohol to show worship to the sacred object. Each tray
conveyed its specific meaning. Tray 1 represented reverence to guardian gods, city pillar
god, and district god. Tray 2 represented reverence to teacher, ritual spirits. Tray 3
represented reverence to ancestors. The dance was divided into 6 steps: (1) garland
receiving or Tawai Mue dance (2) holding 3 trays (one tray a dance) (3) leave dance (4)
spindle dance (5) saber dance and (6) alcohol dance. The 6 pieces of music were in
accompaniments to the dance: Pleng Para, Pleng Harasot, Pleng Lehsaeng, Pleng Nok
Khamin Mon, Pleng Hawai Hawon Hanern, and Pleng A-Yuen 2) Mon Ram with 12 postures
to show dignity to the VIP of the rites. The postures of 12 titles were performed:
expression of respect, body abandoning, Kaek Tao, shoulder Jeeb, sunrise, hand throwing,
corpse raising, Jeeb Yao, introversion, New Jeen, Sao Khanom Jeen, and rooting out the
sprout. The 13 pieces of music were in accompaniments to the dance: Pleng Sawpat,
Pleng Pratow, PlengTabakhan, Pleng Pagromtaw, Pleng Awuatua, Anonymous Pleng 1,
Anonymous Pleng 2, Pleng A-Yeun, Pleng Tayae, Pleng Hawai Hawon Hanern, Pleng

Maengpraihariang, Pleng Bowhanom, and Pleng Pakmia.

The transformation of Mon Phrapradaeng music and dance correlated with 2
factors: internal and external factors. The former included social civilization, innovation,
ignorance with local culture and incomplete transference of body of knowledge. The

latter included geographical and environmental contexts.
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