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The Research Study of Particpating to Cultural Network and Community for Cultural
Management: Thai Costom Asa Ban Phohak Community Tambol Phohak Bangphae
District Ratchaburi Province

Thesis Advisors : Assoc. Prof., Ph.D. Kanjana Kaewthep. 74 pages

Abstract

This research is conducted in order to: (1) promote participation of Ratchaburi
Provincial Culture Office, Ratchaburi Provincial Culture Council, and community in local culture
management; (2) study history of Thai Custom Asa of Ban Phohak Community, Phohak
Subdistrict, Bangphae District, Ratchaburi Province. The sample consists of 13 local leaders,
25 Asa-educated men, senior, grooms, brides, and Asa guests who experience the custom, and
5 children and the young. All together is 43 Phohak persons. The information is collected
through the interview and group discussion, and is analyzed to conduct a descriptive content.
The result of this research can be summarized as follows:

1. Most leaders participate in promotion of local culture by planning of how to conserve

the role of the long-run Thai Custom Asa with community.

2. Thai Custom Asa is part of wedding ceremony of Phohak. It has both distinctive and
underlying roles to root the local with perseverance to create a quality of family. This custom
creates a social interaction which leads to the harmony of society. The symbol of “Khong Asa”
represents that traditional Phohak is the rural community. However, this society has been
changed to be the modern one which replaced grain crops with fishery. In addition, Phohak is
no longer a closed society and Thai Custom Asa is lost in time, remaining only “Khong Asa” to
represent the role of this custom. Unfortunately, traditional Asa cannot be fully conserved,
except to be adapted to suit the present society by doing the basketry called “Khong Asa” in

order that the next generation can still appreciate its value and role of Asa which is the pride of

Phohak.
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