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Participatory Research of The Cultural and Community Network in the Cultural
Management : A Case Study of “Folk Dance Songs of Ban Bang Fah Pha”

Tambon Bang Taen, Amphur Ban Sarng, Prachinburi Province.
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(Participatory Research of Cultural Management between Office of the Prachinburi Culture, Local
Cultural Network and the Community: A Case Study of Folk Dance Songs of Ban Bang Fah Pha,
Tambon Bang Taen, Amphur Ban Sarng, Prachinburi Province.)
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Participatory Research in Cultural Management between Office of the Prachinburi Culture, Local
Cultural Network and the Community: A Case Study of Folk Dance Songs of Ban Bang Fah Pha,
Tambon Bang Taen, Amphur Ban Sarng, Prachinburi Province.

Thesis Advisor : Assistant Professor Dr. Passavali Nitiketsuntorn, 67 pp.

Abstract

The objectives of this research are: To study the origin, roles and functions of “Pleng Rabum Puen
Ban (Folk Dance Songs)” from the past up to the present day; and promote participation of the Office of
Prachinburi Culture, Prachinburi Provincial Cultural Council and the community in the management of local
culture. The group under study consists of 5 community leaders, 10 performers, 10 members of the audience,
and 5 members of the local cultural network. The research methodologies employed are: in-depth interviews,
observation, voice recording, photographs, note taking, and documentary research of related research findings.
Descriptive analysis based on related theories was also employed.

The result of the research is the following.

It is assumed that folk songs performed by people in Village ¢), Ban Bang Fa Pha, Bang Taen Sub-
district, Ban Sang District, Prachin Buri Province started in the reign of King Chulalongkorn. Villagers sang
them in the evening after their chore or work on the farm as a way of relaxation. These songs are impromptu
and loosely rhymed; singers have to rely on their wit in singing in response to the songs sung by the opposite
side. Hand claps will give rhythms to the singing. Singers are divided into two sides male and female and
they will alternately sing in response to one another. The performance process involves the following stages.
It starts with the preparation of the performance venue by placing a large mortar in the yard in the middle of
the village. A lantern or a torch is lit. Offerings to be presented to the Music Master are prepared a bottle of
liquor, one poultry, one case of Krungthong cigarettes, 1.50 Baht tribute to the Music Master, flowers, incense
sticks, candles and a bowl of fresh water. The lead singer will light the incense sticks and candles in
preparation for making holy water. He will then place a salver or a container of the holy water over his head,
drink the water and apply it to his head and neck before making a wish to ensure nothing will obstruct the
performance. Then, the members of the singing group will do what the lead singer has done as a way to pay
tribute to their Master. The performance starts with a song in praise of the Master, begun by a male singer.
Then it is the female’s turn to sing in praise of the Master. Other singers will clap their hands to give rhythms.

The singing will proceed as a duet a man and a woman singing alternately.



The songs will deal with courtship, thanks, moral lessons, virtuous and sinful acts-- all of which depend on the
singers. The beginning might be related to the names of the village, the sub-district or canals. There will be a
response from the opposite side right in the middle of the song, using easy rhymes and a short verse form.

At present, with the change in the community life, the folk song performance has been adapted and
organized during holidays or festivals or important local festivals; for instance, Songkran and ordination
ceremonies. They reflect the way of life in the Thai rural area during different periods of time. Therefore,
they should be preserved so that they will continue to be performed in Ban Bang Fa Pha, Bang Taen Sub-
district, Ban Sang District, Prachin Buri Province.

The Office of Prachinburi Culture and Prachinburi Provincial Cultural Council have taken active
roles in the administration and management of local culture through the establishment of a local community
network. As cultural owner of the folk dance songs the local community was recruited to participate in the
brainstorming of ideas, planning, decision-making, and implementing of local cultural projects. Through such
local involvement the Provincial Cultural Council and the Provincial Cultural Office have been able to gain
acceptance from the local community and cultural network and to promote effective collaboration in the

management of local culture.

Project leader .....Mr. Sonkiat Pantham....... Project leader’s signature............ccceeeevvvininnnnnes

Type of media .....Performing art Thesis advisor’s signature..............c.coeevveneennnnnn.

Fiscal year .......2008..................... Thesis co-advisor’s signature..................
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