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U
UTHAI THANI CULTURAL OFFICE : THE USE OF KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB RITUAL FOR IDENTITY
AND DIGNITY IN NHONG-KHAYANG DISTRICT, UTHAI THANI PROVINCE. PRINCIPAL ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF., PH.D. SOMSUK HINVIMAN , 70 pp.

The objectives of this research are : 1) The Participatory Communications to restore and enhance the
KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOBritual dignity. 2) To study status of KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual from the
past to the present including factors influencing survival and change of a ritual. 3) Functions of the
KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual to enhance NHONG-KHAYANG Identity and Dignity from the past to the
present. 4) The active processes of cultural practices to restore forms and meanings of the
KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual. This study is adopted a qualitative method of research consisting of
documentary analysis, In-depth interview method, Focus group interview and non-participant observation.

The findings are as follows ;

1.In the past, The Participatory Communications that villagers use to restore and enhance the
KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB  ritual dignity are; Two-way Communication, Horizontal Communication,
Two-Step Flow of Information, Role Shifting, and Participation in Media-Production.

2. The status of the KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual was flourishing since the ritual had a sense and
was considered as the Identity of Community in which all members had involved. However, since 2001, the status
of KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual had been undermined because only elderly people had placed interest
on it. Furthermore, the ritual had been redefined as a credulous matter. Nevertheless, after rehabilitated in 2008,
the ritual had restored its value and dignity because the external-supporting organizations had realized its
importance and cooperated to maintain this ritual as a cultural heritage. A study regarding factors influencing
the survival and change of the ritual indicated that internal factors are beliefs, limitations of media, Community
leaders, and lineage systems, while external factors are Technology progress, education, transportation system,
economic development and external supporting organizations.

3. The functions of inheriting the NHONG-KHAYANG Identity in the past had a limitation of channel.
The induced teacher leaders to integrate the KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual into educational curriculum
in 2001. However, people Participating in this effort are only children. Later, during the period of rehabilitation,
all members of community had been encouraged to participate in many activitives that lead to improve the status of
the ritual in considerably enhancing NHONG-KHAY ANG dignity.

4. The active processes of cultural practices that villagers use to restore and enhance the
KUAN-KAOW-MEA-POSOB ritual are; a principle of cultural rights, cognition-based orientation,.
“a concept of the visible and invisible cultural values”, an S-M-C-R based cultural production and reproduction,
and a double-knit approach to folk media.

PROJECT HEAD’ S SIGNATURE...........ccoiiiiiiiiiin.

TYPE OF MEDIUM.. RITUAL MEDIA.... PRINCIPAL ADVISOR’ S SIGNATURE.........cccocoiiiiiiiiiininnee
FISCAL YEAR ...... 2008, CO- PRINCIPAL ADVISOR’ S SIGNATURE.........cccccoovvviiiiiinnnns
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