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THE NAKHONPATHOM OFFICE OF CULTURE : THE RESEARCH STUDY OF
PARTICIPATING TO CULTURAL NETWORK AND COMMUNITY FOR CULTURAL

MANAGEMENT : A CASE STUDY OF THE RITE OF SONGKRAN FLAG PROCESSION.
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THE NAKHON PATHOM OFFICE OF CULTURE : THE RESEARCH STUDY OF PARTICIPATING TO
CULTURAL NETWORK AND COMMUNITY FOR CULTURAL MANAGEMENT : A CASE STUDY OF
THE RITE OF SONGKRAN FLAG PROCESSION.
RESEARCH ADVISORS : ASST.PROF.DR.PASWALEE NITIKASETSUNTORN AND
ASST.PROF.DR.SOMSUK HINWIMARN, 64 pp.

The purposes of this research were to: 1. encourage the participation among the provincial office
of culture, the provincial council of culture and the community in local culture managing, 2. determine the root
of the rice of Songkran flag procession, 3. study the factors affecting the rice of Songkran flag procession,
4. support the rite of Songkran flag procession as a medium of unity among relatives, neighbors and
community, 5. strengthen faith in Buddhism via the activity of offering yellow robes to the Buddhist monks in
the manner of Laos and 6. disseminate and bequeath the rite to the younger generation and people. The sample
consisted of 100 respondents including the leader of community, local wise men, and local people.
The instruments employed to collect data were a hearing of local activity, interviews and observations.
The collected data were analyzed by the statistical means of content analysis along with explanations.

The findings were as follows :

1. With regard to the cultural management in community, Ban Konglad, for instance, the community
was found to be the most important organization to maintain its traditions and cultures due to its mutual
strength while the provincial office of culture and the provincial council of culture were found to be merely
facilitators.

2. With regard to the root of the rite of Songkran flag procession, the Laos Krung-Thai group
of people was found to have practiced the rite for many generations. The purposes of the rite were found
to strengthen the faith in Buddhism, donate money to the temple and the public, offer food to the monks,
observe the religious commandments, sprinkle water to the Buddha images, pour water on to the seniors’
palms and listen to their good wishes, perform the act of gratefulness, enhance love and unity in family and
community and participate in the festive party by the end period of Songkran festival.

3. With regard to the factors affecting the rite of Songkran flag procession, the application of
the procession decoration and the traditional children games were found to be affected due to the progress
of material production and computer technology. For insrance, the flowers and plants commonly found
scattered in the village formerly used for decoration and the children games traditionally played for many
generations were replaced by plastic flowers including toys and computer games. However, the essence of
the rite of Songkran flag procession was nevertheless found to be reserved and practiced in completion.
The responsibility to support and reserve this particular rite of the Loas Krung-Thai group of people in

Ban Konglad was proposed to be the duty of the provincial office of culture and the provincial council of culture.

Head of the Project : Mrs. Nongluk Pengdij Head of the Project Signature ..................ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieininn.
Type : Media of Ritual AdVISOI’S SIZNATUIE. ...\ttt aeeees

Fiscal Year : 2008 C0-adviSor’s SINAtUIe.........c.euiuirinitiiiiiiiiiinirrreeeeeeens
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