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Title : MON RAM DRAMATICS

Author : MRS. BUNSIRI NIYOMTAS, et al.

ABSTRACT
The purpose of research was to investigate the historical background and patterns of the 12
Mon Rum in Tambon Koh Kred, Nontaburi Province in 2006-2007. The data collection was
conducted by studying existing documents and conducting interviews, as well as by participating

in actual training with experts in Tambon Koh Kred.

The findings of the study reveal that the 12 Dances Mon in Tambon Koh Kred is one form of
the dances of the Mon people who have immigrated in Thailand since the Ayudhya until
Rattanakosin period, one part of them had immigrated in Tambon Koh Kred, Nonthaburi. They
have performed the 12 Mon Rum in their ceremonies and traditional rites to pay homage to their
ancestors. This is a way of Mon folklore. There is no limitation in terms of the number of dancers
and their age. As regards the structure of the dances, it has been found that the head, body, hands,
arms, and feet are used with variation. There are 3 ways of using the head- tilting it to the right,
tilting it to the left, and holding it upright looking straight ahead. There are 2 ways of posing the
body- upright or inclined to one side. In addition, there are 4 ways of arranging the hands,
namely, flat, Thai-styled crimp, and flat with the fingers pointing upward. There are 5 ways of
arranging the arms - in a circle called central circle, front circle, bottom circle, special circle, and
blooming-lotus circle. Finally, the feet of the dancers can be moved in 6 different steps- stepping,

pounding, swatting, touching, trampling, and inching.

With regard to the dances, there is only one set of postures specifically for each of the 12
songs. Before start dancing the main musical instruments to fix the rhythm are Ching, Tapone and
Poeng Mang. They performed with music but without a singer. When performing the dance, the
dancers stand in a row along the full length of the stage, sit and prostate themselves at the
beginning and the ending of the dances - to pay respect to the audience. The radian of dancers’
movements are about 50-75 cm. They wear their national costume as they dance. The colors of
their shawls are according to the occasion. The number of the dancers range from 4 to 12 or more,
and the dance is generally performed in the afternoon or evening on a ground in front of the venue

where the ceremony is being held. The dances take approximately no longer than one hour.



The 12 Mon Rum Dramatics Art in Tambon Koh Kred has been passed on for generations
with its own unique evolution. Therefore, attempts should be made to study, preserve, and

continue this precious tradition for years to come.
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