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Research Topic The Study of Terminology Defining the Incorrect Dance Gestures and
Approaches for correcting a Dancer’s Gestures, according to the Thai
Royal Court Dance Patterns
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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying the terminology defining the incorrect dance gestures,
plus the terms used for correcting a dancer’s gestures, according to the standard of Thai royal court
dance patterns, which the Fine Arts Department has been practising and passing on since the
beginning of its “Dance and Music Academy” school, in 1934. These gestures have been
acknowledged as Thai royal court dance.

The objective of the study is to understand the body gestures of persons who practise Thai
dance. Such gestures are the key equipment in performing Thai dance carried down by Thai dance
artists from generation to generation. The methodologies of the research are textual historical
analysis, interview with the concerned persons and observation of the Thai dance classroom.

The research found that the groups of such terminology fall into 3 categories :

1. The vocabularies for coining the correct dance gestures and postures consist of a group
of terms related to body control from head to tiptoe by regarding positions, levels, directions, and
the way to move each body part in order to acquire the standard of Thai royal court dance patterns,
which are separated into male and female dance disciplines.

2. The vocabularies for coining the incorrect dance gestures can be divided into 2
categories, firstly, the 26 terms of incorrect body control consisting of 3 head zone terms: Greng
Khor / Khor Deam, Khor Un and Fad Khor, 9 body zone terms: Gon Yuen, Yok Lai, Maigod
Gleaw Kang/ Maigod Lai, Mai Kratob Jangwa/ Gon Nuk, Mai Thab Nah / Rum Ngai, Sapok Bid,
Lung Ngor, Og Enn and Aire, 9 arm-hand zone terms: Mai Hug Kor Mue, Mue Lan Bai, Wong
Kwom, Wong Lar, Wong Lon, Wong Hak, Wong Neeb, Wong Yead, Hor Neu/ Hor Mue, , and 5
leg zone terms: Mai Gan Kow, Mai Geb Son, Mai Teung Plai Tow, Tow Sob and Leam Lar,
totaling 26 terms. The second category is the terms coined for the incorrect movements. There are 7
terms, namely, Rum PayakNah, Rum Lon, Rum Lum Jangwa, Rum Maimee Jangwa / Rum Laei,

Rum Noung Jangwa, Rum Tid Grajok or Rum Moung Jud Deaw, Ram Pak Lak.



3. The vocabularies for coining the way to correct dance gestures consist of 28 terms,
namely, 5 head zone terms: God Kang, God Lai / God Elw / God Gleaw Khang, Ting Nah, Ped
Kang / Ped Plai Kang, Mod Nah, 3 Body zone terms: God Takak, Dun Elw / Tung Elw / Tung Lai /
Song Tou, Tub Nah / Tub Nag Kha / Tub Tou, 8 arm terms: Grid Neu, Gan Wong, Tung Mue/ Tung
Neu Mue, Lod Wong, Song Mue, Mod Mue, Lob Sok / Tok Sok, Hag Koh Mue, 12 leg zone terms:
Gun Kow, Kang Kow / Kang Nah Kha, Chuk Son, Tung Neu Tow, Dun Plai Tow / Hug Koh Tow
Khun-Long, Teab Kow / Song Kow, Ting Num Nak, Ped Son Tow, Yor Kow, Yeud Kow / Yeud
Tou, Neeb Nong and Lob Kow.

Thai dance artists in the past, however, established 4 methods in order to correct dance
gestures, namely, 1. Correcting by instructors: an instructor pushed or pressed and turned some
dancer’s body parts into the correct positions, called “Garn Jub Tah”. This method is believed to be
the heart of Thai dance practice. 2. Correcting by employing technical terms to identify the
incorrect dance gestures. 3. Correcting by employing technical terms to suggest the way to correct
or improve a dancer’s gestures to meet the standard. 4. Correcting by performing in front of a
mirror.

The terminology presented in this research is prominent and customary among dance artists
from the past but at present some have faded away because of a lack of using them. It can be said
that this is the gradual erosion of Thai wisdom in performing arts. Therefore, all of the related
persons in Thai dance should be alert and restore this terminology and gather it to be our intellectual

heritage for Thai performing arts field for ever after.
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