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the adaptation to exist of the coconut-palm
gardeners in Bang-nang-lee subdistrict,
Ampawa, Samut-songkram province.
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Abstract

This research is a case study on the adaptation to exist of the coconut-palm
gardeners in Bang-nang-lee subdistrict, Ampawa, Samut-songkram province. Its
objectives firstly is to see their ways of life in adaptation relate to the surrounding
developmental changes of globalization. Secondly is to learn the special identity of
the community to create its culture. The study is a sibling of the two prior works in
the area, where they are the community historical study and the healthy
community development, these informations have been brought and shared in the
study. It's a qualitative study, apart from academic documents; it has been done
through interviening, participation in the various communities’ activities.

The study shows that the Bang-nang-lee is a community of the Maklong
River basin where the Bang-chang gardening had been known since the Ayudhaya
period, Bang-nang-lee is a fringe area of Bang-chang. The community has been
existed since late Ayudhaya by various races of people. The community has
exercised to shape itself fitting with ecological economic and politic. At the early
time of the setle, most of houses had been built on the bank of the river and the
connectted canels along their length and dug a plot of land for planting fruits and
vegetables.

The villagers have been influenced both economic and culture from the
district of Ampawa which is the centre of the area under the ruling structure. For
example, the villagers expand growing and producing palm cane for marketing.

When the Srinakarin dam has firstly operated, it caused the sea water flow
longer into the upper stream. It affected the declining of coconut palm and other
aspects.The villagers have turned to grow pomelo.

The villages have been set up along middle and small canal of the area, so
there is no communual centre for the whole community, a budhist temples fill this
gap and they are the centre and network for their relation which is beyond the
official administration structure.

People from various places move into Bang-nang-lee since the early time of
Bangkok period, with in the healthy natural resources, they shaped and earn their
living fairly fast with the market economy more rapidly than the people of the
other regions. The product of palm cane had been absorbed for market oriented
since after World War I1.

The community has been known as the area of famous palm cane
producing, its identity is “Palm cane expert”, and this is implied as independent,
mostly middle aged villagers are pround of this image up to the present.

Thailand national economic policy development during 1980-1990 has
caused a lot to the community both physical structure and their occupations. Most
of youths and labor-forces headed to labor system, starting with the near by
fishery industry. At present, palm-cane product almost finish, number of coconut
plantations are evaculated for future changes.

However, these experiences of coconut palm gardeners which have
coninuously practiced not less than a hundred year are still meaningfull for the



community. They earn incomes as laborers outside and have some benefits from
the garden. It is not only to secure the family expenses but the pattern of their
sustainable gardening also serves consumers and nourishes the environment of
the area on the other hand.

The community does not have experiences to mobilize and react to the
dissatisfactory events the same as farmers of other provinces. It may be seen as
lacking of political consciousness, they selected safer alternatives by
communicating in the village with the official representatives, it is better for them,
not directly challenge and confront with the unseen power. Now a day,
developmental activities and process have been imported, the phenomena are not
blossoming as some regions. They are their chance to learn and increase more
participation. The villages have to have their internal competency for a better
adaptation to exist dealing with the various social changes.
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