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RESEARCH TITLE A STUDY OF ESTABLISHING REGIONAL PROCESS'FOR THE
CONCERVATION OF DVARAVATI CULTURE IN NAKHONCHAISRI
ANCIENT CITY

RESEARCHER NUKOON CHOMPUNIT
SUPHOT SUTTHISAK

ABTRACT

This research study is on Establishing Regional Process for the Concervation of Dvaravati
culture in Nakhonchaisri Ancient City was conducted in order to promote a community consciousness
in cultural preservation of the Dhavaravati civilization in the ancient Nakhon Chai Sri region using
historical and material evidence. By involving local people in the study, we also hoped to create a
greater sense of participation and ownership in their cultural heritage.

The target population for the study and who were included in the study team from the
Municipal Government of Nakhon Pathom, leaders of the Pra Pratone Sub-District Council as well as
the Dhama Sala Sub-District Council leaders, academicians and local cultural informants in the
Nakhon Chai Sri area.

The initial dialogue session resulted in identification of nine factors that have led to the
deterioration of the ancient Nakhon Chai Sri sites. These factors were as follows:

a) Urbanization

b) Public ignorance

c) Neglect of antiquities

d) Agricultural run-off that has ruined water quality in the ancient canals

e) Building over ancient sites y

f) Lack of zoning laws protecting ancient sites’

g) Lack of archaeological investigation in the area

h) Lack of official protection of ancient sites by adding them into the register of
national parks and museums

i) Westernization



As for the preservation of these ancient cultural sites and traditions, the participants offered a
three-point plan of action for the short term and a 44- point plan of action for the long-term.

Focuss groups determined that each of the community leadership groups do in fact
understand the nature of the problem that has led to the deterioration of Nakhon Chai Sri heritage and
sites and offered ideas for rehabilitation of Dhavaravati culture in ways that will be appropriate for the
community and environment. This includes prohibition of water pollution by animal farms, dredging
of ancient city irrigation canals, establishment of a local museum, coordination of information
provision at each heritage site, and cooperation for the development of currently known heritage sites
as tourist destinations for learning about Dhavaravati civilization.

Academics and researchers involved in this study produced a volume for distribution to youth
and interested persons including a VCD with booklet, an exhibition bo.oth and lectures on Dhavaravati
Civilization. These were designed to educate and promote interest in the cultural heritage of Nakhon
Pathom and especially the citizens of Nakhon Chai Sri so that they might understand, value and see

the importance of preserving local history.
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