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Thai Contemporary Benjarong Ware :

A Case Study of OTOP Benjarong Ware in Samutsakorn Province.
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Prit Supasetsiri (2006) Thai Contemporary Benjarong Ware : A Case Study of OTOP
Benjarong Ware in Samutsakorn Province. Bangkok : Faculty of Fine Ar,

Srinakharinwirot University.

The purpose of this research was to comparative study the Thai QTOP
Benjarong wares in Samutsakorn province about the form, pattern, color and the
production process including the marketing management and the training process. The
study groups were in the five main areas which produce Benjarong wares in
Samutsakorn province. They were the craft groups in Tambon Donkaidee, Tambon
Bangthorat, Tambon Thasao, Tambon Nadee, and Tambon Kiongmadua. The study
revealed that :

All of the studies showed Benjarong craft groups using the over glaze painting
process to add value to the plain white ceramics. Most of them ordered the plain white
ceramics from the ceramic factories in Samutsakomn and other provinces. Only the
groups in Tambon Donkaidee and Tambon Nadee used some plain white ceramics
which produced by their members in the sub-district.

The Benjarong wares which produced in these five main areas consisted of
seven types; 1. Benjarong bowl and jar 2. Benjarong box 3. Benjarong mug and coffee
cup 4. Benjarong tea set 5. Benjarong rice bow! and glorious water bowl 6. Benjarong
vase and 7. miscellaneous Benjarong wares.

There were eleven patterns which the Benjarong craftsmen in these study areas
always used for decorating their products. They were the Thai style patterns as Dok
Phikun, Phum Khao Bin, Thien Yot, Khan Khot(spiral), Chakri, Khan Yang, Lotus,
Flowers, Animal including the paint of Thai Culture or Thai lifestyles and the Thai
Traditional painting. However, the top five favorite patterns were Dok Phikun, Phum Khao
Bin, Chakri, Lotus and the paint of Thai Culture.

For the use of color, the Benjarong craftsmen in these study areas did not restrict
with the traditional five colors. They always used the metallic gold with various colors,

not only the complimentary color, but the harmony color and the monochrome also. The



colors using may start from one and add up till ten colors; it depended upon the patterns
and the Benjarong craftsmen 's individual artistry and taste.

In term of management, each craft center was a cluster of a number of the craft
families. A leader was selected by the groups. More than fifty percents of the leaders
had the elementary educational level while only one of them had the Bachelor's degree.
Most of Benjarong craftsmen were local people. They gained their expertise via learning
by doing. Besides, all study groups used their production bases as the main sales
places. Each Benjarong craft group kept on developing their unique Benjarong
products. The price always depended on the delicacy of the products. However, the
promotional campaign of the products was not considerable.

While the training process at these Benjarong craft centers was similar. It was
the craftsman training method rather than the art teaching method. It based on step by
step in terms of actual practice. The elder Benjarong craftsmen in those craft centers
would be the trainers.

Nevertheless, all the Benjarong craftsmen were satisfied with their income and
career. They were women 53.33% and men 46.66 %. 26.66 % of the craftsmen’s age
ranged from 20 to 30 years old; 33.33% were the craftsmen’s age ranged from 31 to 40
years old; 26.66 % were age ranged between 41-50 years old, and 13.33% of them were
the craftsmen who older than 50 years old. In terms of working period range, 43.33%
were those who worked as the Benjarong craftsmen less than 10 years while 56.66%
were the craftsmen who had worked more than 10 years. The average income would be
around 6,000 baht per month. The beginner would receive around 5,000 baht per month
while the skillful craftsmen may receive around 10,000 baht in each month. Moreover,
every leader of Benjarong groups believed the Benjarong wares still had bright long-
term prospects but it was necessary to keep in mind that the products need the

continuous development.
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