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Boat : The Reflection of the primeval lifestyles

in The Bangpakong Basin
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Abstract

Research Topic  :  Boat: The Reflection of the primeval lifestyles in The Bangpakong Basin

Researcher . Ingtawan Phaeluk-in
Phanomsarakham Phanom Adunwitthaya School
Nirun Raun-in

Romphotong School

This research studied boats as areflection of the primitive lifestyles in the
Bangpakong Basin. The objective of the research is to demonstrate how the boat supports
the lifestyles of the people in the Bangkapong Basin.

The main sources of information for this report are documents form the museum
and various interviews.

Boats used in the Bangpakong Basin can be divided into three main categories
which are based on building style, movement style and geographical considerations. For
building style, there are 2 styles of boats ; dugout boats and hand made boats. For movement
style, there are 3 kinds of boats: row boat with regular paddle, row boat with very long
paddle, and motor boat. Considering geography, there are 2 kinds of boats; river boats sea boats.

All the boats reflect the wisdom of folk carpenters in selecting appropriate materials,
the design, and the technique of building each boat to suit a particular need. So each boat
has its’ own style according to the way it will be used.

Boats are used widely in people’s lives. They may be used hiring, fishing, selling,
housing, government work, war, or as a vehicle. They are also commonly used for religious
events and in racing boat festivals.

Local history shows that there once was a royal boat trip to Chacheongsao. Another
important event occurred when the rebels, “Aung Yee”, occupied the town. They used boats to

accomplish their goal.



Boats have been very useful to the people until recently. There has been a great decrease
in the number of boats and boat usage. The causes of this big change include the roads,
bridges and dams.

Today, the peoplein this basin are trying to preserve the lifestyles of the past. They
are establishing boat trips for travelers, rebuilding the old big market near Bangpakong
Bank, making a river market, and building a house from an old boat.

But will this last long or not?

The answer depends upon the government, the local associations, and of most

importance, the people in the Basin.
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