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Funeral performances (Rumsuod Dance)
in Trat province
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Name of Project :  Funeral performances (Rumsuod Dance)
in Trat province

Researcher : Miss Pratana Mongkolthawat and Miss Saisamon
Ngamluan
Grants : From Office of the National Culture Commission
Abstract

This research has the objective to study the background, development
and connection of the spread of the funeral performances, their methods and
transfer of Knowledge. It is also for analysis of the knowledge, value of local
wisdom of the funeral performances in Trat province. The method of study
uses the data involving surveys, observations and interviews of five troupes in
Four districts. They are the troupes of Kru Kleo in Bang Pid sub-district Laem
Ngob district; Kru Plueng Studesnts of Tha Som sub-district; Saneh Troupe of
Wang Takian sub-district, Khao Saming district; Nephew of Pu Moh Troupe of

Nong Sanoh sub-district in Trat destrict, and Boonying Charoen Wong Troupe
of Ko Chang in Ko Chang minor district.

Results of the research found the funeral performandces (Rumsuod
Dance) in Trat province could be traced back to almost 200 years. They were
developed from the Phra Malai chanting of the laymen, which used in funeral
rites. The oldest funeral performance troupe in Trat is the Relatives of Kru
Khlao Troupe of Bang Pid distrect in Laem Ngob district, which it has the
history o f organizing the troupe and i nheritance o f the knowledge for more
than 75 years. It also has transferred the knowledge to other heads of the
troupes in other sub-districts of Trat as well. The funeral performances
(Rumsuod Dance) start at the last night of the funeral rites after completion of
the Abhitham chanting from 21.00 hours and lasts up to about 04.00 hours of
the next moring. It uses the stories from the classical stories, i.e. phra Aphai
Mani, Khun Chang Khun phaen, Lak Sanawong, Kraithong and Sangthong,
etc.

Funeral performances (Rumsuod Dance) are part of the local wisdom on

the language and literature of Trat that reflect the wisdom value in various
fields.i.e. preservation of art and cultlure of the province. It also gives
entertainment to the audiences on value and practice of Buddhism as well as
the performing art.
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