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Ayutthaya Craftsmanship: The Belief and Procedure to Create Central Region Thai House

ABSTRACT

Vernacular architecture is closely related to regional lifestyle and culture of people in Thailand.
It is created from inspiration and imagination of Thai craftsmen and deserved an extensive academic
study. Therefore a research focuses on style and construction processes of this heritage creation

especially Thai traditional house in central region Thailand is proposed and conducted.

Heritage architectural style and craftsmanship in Ayutthaya is the first in a research series on
various aspects of Thai vernacular architecture. The objective of this research is to explore special
characteristics of Ayutthaya vernacular architecture that become the pride of the people through

design and construction processes.

Research has been carried out using Empirical research which is composed of two main acts,
document research and field survey. Subsequent analysis covers 7 areas to defy Ayutthaya style and
craftsmanship as follow:

1) Traditional knowledge of vernacular architecture in Ayutthaya

2) Fundamental design concept of vernacular architects

3) Working system in vernacular architecture

4) Architectural practice in vernacular architecture

5) Perception of vernacular architects

6) Unigue characteristics and symbolism of vernacular architecture

7) Styles of vernacular architecture

The research team found that traditional knowledge in design and construction of vernacular
architecture has been accumulated and passed through generations in both systematic and non-
systematic ways. In terms of fundamental design concept, it is closely associated to local beliefs.
Working system is designed to meet basic requirements of the work. Tasks are distributed to
departments of special skills in workshops led by senior craftsmen which are abundant in Bang Pa-Han
district. Unique characteristics of Ayutthaya vernacular architecture is pointed fascia that has been
developed to present style quite different from the original. Paying respect to the bygone masters still
exist. There are 3 designs of traditional house: Nah Phrom, Nah Nang and Malila that share most of

building components but unique in its shape and form according to individual craftsman.
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