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ABSTRACT

Thai Art in Ayudhaya Movable Meru

The objectives of the research on “Thai Art in Ayudhaya
Movable Meru” is to classify the categories and analyse the
forms of Thai art.

The research classifies Thai art in movable meru
according to the principles of international art such as fine arts,
painting, sculpture and architecture. The classification of the
forms of movable meru derived mainly from the architectural
structure. The works of Thai sculpture and fine arts are for
decorations and completeness according to the principles of
Thai art.

Ayudhaya movable meru is a special wooden form of
architecture (or knock-down objects that can be removed and
rebuilt for the cremation ceremony in the other location. It was
adapted from the small temporary meru in Tambon HauWieng.
Amphur Sena, Ayudhaya Province. The architecture of main
meru was influenced by the local art. The architects and
wooden artisans developed the forms and structure of their own
style to facilitate easy transport and easily knocked down and re-
set-up. The ones found nowadays are “Bussabok’ styles with
“Mondhob” roofs and evolved from one top to be five and nine
tops as required by the hosts. The flexible design is a unique
characteristic and native wisdom of Tambon Hau Wieng
Artisan.

The Thai sculpture and fine arts works in movable meru
are the art decorations of the movable meru. The decorative arts
designs differ according to their functions and importance.
Examples are the carvings and cutout designs on the boards
around the meru.



Thai art design in movable meru has been transmilted from
the former artisan generations whose works can be found
generally in Buddhist temples. New artisans who have been
educated on Thai art in school system adopted and developed
their own design.

Analysis of Thai art in movable meru indicates that the art
owners pay attention to all kinds of arts involved in the
decoration of the movable meru including architect, sculpture
and fine art designs by continuously improving and developing
the structure of movable meru.

At present, Thai art designs used in movable meru are
from only two artisans in Tambon Hau Wieng who had long
experiences in building movable meru. The comparison of
architecture forms in movable meru between Ayudhaya style
and Thai standard style found that they both follow the concept
of beauty of the Thai art principles with some variations on
different parts according to the skill and experiences of the
artisan.

Form the study, it was shown that the movable meru of
Ayuddhaya style is an integration of the original of Thai
architecture, sculpture and fine art, both in the structure and
decorative designs. Those who own the movable meru still
value the traditional concept of beauty in Thai art.
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