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Abstract

The purpose of Condition and Culture of Piphat Bands in Ayutthaya
province for research is to study of condition and culture of Pi-phat bands, the
methods of leaming and inheritation by gathering information from textbooks,
magazines, documents, field investigation and interviews through ethnomusicology
and music education. This study was conducted from 2001 — 2002. The findings
are as follow.

In Ayutthaya, there are 148 Pi-phat families, 147 Piphat Thai bands, 140
Pi-phat Mom bands and 1,164 Pi-phat musicians mostly elderly Thai men. The
inhentation (process influenced by those in Fang — Pra ~ Nakron) is through passing
from the old to young. Thé existance of Pi-phat is related to relationship among
relations, governmental and private musical agencies and the original Ayutthaya Pi-
phat bands. Most of the Pi-phat musicians have their main occupations while
playing the Pi-phat is only their second job.

The role of Pi-phat bands has changed from ancient times performance
to ceremonial ones, mostly in funeral ceremonies. The Piphat bands hardly play
for showing. The recreation performance is mainly among other musicians from
other bands. The musical ceremony of Pi-phat is very stricted to old traditons and
temple is the main place for performance while others just fade away.

The method of studying Pi-phat, the ftraditon of Acceptance new students
now is easier than in the past. Jub-Mau, the old practice of beginning ceremony
for new students, is ignored. The teachers’ house and the musical instruments are
stil used to conduct teaching and leaming processes. The cumiculum has been
changed by using Pleng-Mon instead of Hom-Rong-Chaw, Hom-Rong-Yen, Pleng-
Raeng and the worship song. The main method of studying is demonstration.
There is no punishment by beating any more but praise is given instead.

Evaluation and assessment depend upon instructor observations.
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