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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title : A Comparative Study of the Mon’s Traditional Healing
in the Central and the Northern Regions of Thailand

Student’s Name : Mr. Suwanna Yensuk
Degree Sought : Master of Arts

Major : Thai Studies
Acadamic Year : 2002

Advisory Committee :
1. Assoc.Prof. Prapon Ruangnarong Chaiperson
2. Assoc.Prof. Sowalak Anantasant

3. Mr. Plean Prasert

This study of the Mon’s traditional healing in Thailand is a comparative
study between a Mon community in Bang Kradi, Khet Bang Khun Thian,
Bangkok, and a Mon community in Ban Nong Du, Amphoe Pa Sang, Changwat
Lamphun. The objective is to study the belief of the Mon people in both
communities about the cause of sickness and procedures in traditional healing, to
learn their attitudes about beliefs in traditional healing, and compare the steps of
the healing procedures which have impacts on the life of the people in both
communities. Data was gathered from different sources: documents, interviews,
and participative observations.

The findings indicate that Mon people in both communities have

similar belief in traditional healing process (details of the cause of disease,

(6



details in healing procedures, and attitudes toward belief in the healing
process) but have different belief in details of the traditional healing.

The traditional healing process in which Mon people in both
communities share the same belief and details is the belief that committing
wrong doings against the ghost of ancestors, the spirits of the village, and
breaking the traditional rules of the village cause the illness. Mon people in
both communities use the same procedures in solving the problem, such as
holding a ceremony to beg for forgiveness, to chase the ghost, and ask for
healing of the illness.

The differences that Mon people in both communities have about the
process, steps, and procedures of the traditional healing are belief in the
sacredness of the herb, and the equipment used in the healing. Causes are the
different learning and transferring process of knowledge about healing from
outside their community, the cultural differences from the world outside each
community, and the different beliefs of the people in each community.

Moreover, the traditional healing process of the Mon plays a very
important role as a monitor or controller of people’s behavior in both Mon
communities, to make them behave according to the norm of the society in the
norm or rules, and traditions including the important role as the symbol that

expresses and dignifies Mon race.

(M
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