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ABSTRACT

An emergence of local museums in Thailand is a socio-cultural phenomena which
present an important significance in the contemporary era. This report of “dynamics and
meanings of local museums: Case studies of of Wat Muang Folk Museum, Baan Pong District,
Ratchaburi Province and Baan Kao Yee San Museum of Ampawa district, Samuthsongkram
Province” is a qualitative research to explore into three main questions there are; first,
background and process of local museums establishment. Second, what and how local
museums represent? Third, dynamics and meanings of local museums in changeable
contexts.

An succession of establishing local musuems have been show willingness and
strength of both communities which try to seek their way in order to get to know themselves
more and share to others. Including with history, way of life, tradition, ceremonies, beliefs,
changing and interconnectedness with their context; a connection of Mae Klong river with
Baan Muang community, a connection of the sea with Baan Koa Yee San community, and
also connection with temple, government and neighborhood communities as well, etc.

Local Musuems have unique identities. As the same time they also have some
common meanings. Local Musuem is a way to represent an identity of beople of Baan Muang
and Yee San via material forms and local stories. These are not have been seen on former
historical space and formal education system. Local Museums not only bring confidence and
proudness of themselves to the villagers but aiso be as learning units of those communities,
intellectual storages for local people, social interaction platform, cultural revivallfor nearly
terminated culture and also creative and integrate of local wisdom and modern technology.

During tourism industrial hayday, Local Museums also have been catched by this
changing stream. Tourism industrial made local musuem well-known. That is a path to have
more income for local people and for the museum’s maintenance. As the same time, it needs
much more contemplative about appropriate tourism that harmonize to the intentions of local
museum in order to prevenf some problems and negative impacts that might effect people in
communities.

A sustainity and a future of local museum should not be regarded as community’s
responsibility only, especially in this educational reform era. Because local museums are
interconnected to social context. After all, local museums are really benefit to cultural study,
particularly in socio-cultural diversity dimension. Therefore, state needs to support both
immediate and in a long term. It's need to look in further to structural institutional support
such as fund agency establishment, museum promotive organization, tax freed, cancle and

reform old acts of museum regulations, etc.
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domai
The throne used by monks for sermon - giving
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Cloth used to wrap khampii : made of bamboo, covered
with cotton, foreign design. decorated with beads, locally

made
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Khampii made of ivury : gold designs of humans, squirrels,
birds and Mlowers
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Wooden table in Iaid with ivory on which bailan are placed
during sermairs on special occasions
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Cover of khampii : gold design ‘

kbampii made of lacquer inscribed with ancient Mon

writing in black lacquer, writing interspersed with gold
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Silver belts : tightly woven tor men, carved designs for 7 -lustis Ly v
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- Earthemrare : sugar and vwater contziners. used hy villagers

women

Contemporary
Ethnography

This section shows the way of life
of the villagers which is related to the
environment and to their belief in Bud-
dhism and in spirits. This can be seen in
their rites of passage and the ceremonies
they observe during the vear.
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Current Exhibits

October - December 2002

In the Arms of the Elders
The many faces of seniors are documented through the eyes of five photographers from the
Washington metropolitan area: Linda Day Clark, Steven M. Cummings, Sharon Farmer, Nestor Herna
ndez, and Roy Lewis. The community services of former Smithsonian Regent and educational activist
Jeannine Clark, retired Howard University professor and surgeon Dr. Charles Clark, and the 2001 Ms.
Senior District of Columbia, Myrtle Smith Gardiner Church are also featured. '
Arms of Our Elders
Photograph by
Steven M. Cummings
Beauford Delaney: The Color Yellow
A colorist, Beauford Delaney believed various hues held spiritual significance and was particularly
drawn to the color yellow, which he felt, possessed the properties of light, healing, and redemption.
Twenty-nine paintings will focus on his use of yellow in both figurative and abstract works.
Marian Anderson
Oil on canvas
by Beauford Delaney
Roles, Reaction, and Reality:
The Collectlon of Robert Guillaume
A look at the career of Robert Guillaume through a unique collection of newspaper articles, reviews,
photographs, awards, correspondence, and playbills that document his career in musical theater,
television, and film.
Photograph by
Steven M. Cummings
After Totems: Love, Distress, and Moss
Yvonne Pickering Carter, Washington, DC, artist and educator, creates installation art for The John R.

Kinard Gallery.

Yvonne Pickering Carter

For guided exhibition tours, please call (202) 287-3369.

On-Line Exhibits

Speak To My Heart: Communities of Faith and Contemporary African American Life
Reflections in Black: A History of Black Photographers, 1840 to the Present

Still Cookin' By the Fireside: Africart Americans in Food Service -
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Calendar of Events

October - December 2002
OCTOBER
Saturday | October 26 | 10:00 a.m.
Family History = Community History = Family History
Tuesdays | October 29 and November 26 | 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Walk the Dr. George Washington Carver Nature Trail
Wednesday | October 30| 10:30 a.m.
Film: Sweet O/d Song
NOVEMBER
Thursday | November 7 | 11:00 a.m.
The Threads of Time, the Fabric of History: African Amefican Dressmakers
Wednesday | November 13 | 10:30 a.m.
Film: The Angel ’That Stands By Me: Minnie Evans’ Paintings
Thursdays | November 14 and December 12| 10 a.m. to 12 noon
Art to Go! Grades K-3
November 19, December 3, and 10 | 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., December 14 | 10:00 PM to 6:00 PM,
workshop performance to follow Teacher Workshop:
Precious Memories—Telling the Stories of the Elders
Saturday | November 23 | 1:00 p.m.

Remembering Baldwin and Delaney

DECEMBER

Tuesday | December 3 | 7:00 p.m.

Film: Big Mama
Wednesday | December 4| 10:30 a.m.

Film: Where Did You Get That Woman?
Wednesday | December 11 | 7:00 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.

Film Screening: Let the Church Say Amen
Thursday | December 12} 7:00 p.m.

Roles, Reactions, and Reality: A Conversation with Robert Guillaume
Saturday | December 14| 10:30 a.m.

Southeast Elders Remember the Past
Wednesday | December 18 | 10:30 a.m.

Kwanzaa Films for Children

- Umoja: Tiger and the Big Wind

- Kuumba: Simon’s New Sound
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