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This thesis aims to investigate current trends and related specific characteristic of Pleng No-
nay, Pleng Lum-pa-kaew-sahn and Pleng Ra-bum-peun-bahn. Ethnomusicology methodology was the

process applied. Analysis was conducted by use of the qualitative research approach.

The research revealed: (1) Pleng No-nay originated in the Krung-sri-Ayutthaya period. It
utilized auspicious singing component. Its function is to be used for merit-making ceremonics and for
pubic entertainment. (2) Pleng Lum-pa-kaew-sahn originated in the Krung-Rrattanakosin Period. 1t was
used a song to solicit contribution of rice to monks at the end of the Buddhist lent, in the Lum-pa-kaew-

sahn tradition. It was used for special occasions and resulted in Buddhism workship. (3) Pleng Ra-bum-

peun-bahn was used for singing and pubic entertainment in the Songkran festival. These three songs. |

Retlect on the beliefs and society ot Thailand.

In regards to specific characteristics: (1) Pleng No-nay has a song form that is a binary form. The
structural pitch follow G-A, D-E, the Pentatonic scale. The melodic shape and melodic direction arc disjunct
motion and conjunction motion in final phrases. The rhythmic pattern is stable and repeated. Rangc is E-D*.
Text setting is syllabic setting and neurmatic setting. Text and melodic phrase are related. (2) Pleng Lum-pa-
kaew-sahn has a ternary song form. The Structural pitch as follow G-A, B-E, the Pentatonic scale. Mclodic
shape and melodic direction are disjunct motion, arch and inverted descending in final phrases. Rhylh!nic pattern
is stable and repeated; range is E-E*. Text setting arc syllabic setting and neurmatic setting. Text and melodic
phrase are related. (3) Pleng Ra-bum-peun-bahn is in binary torm. The Structural pitch follow D-E, A-G, the
Pentatonic scale. Melodic shape and melodic direction are disjunct motion and conjunction motion. Arch and
invérted arch and descending and sequential. Rhythmic pattern is stable and repeated. Range is E-B*. Texl

setting are syllabic setting and neurmatic setting. Text and melodic phrase are related.
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Executive Summary
Vocal music in pathum thani province: a case study of pleng noh-ney,

pleng lum-pa-kaew-sahn and pleng ra-bum-peun-bahn

Introduction

The life style of human could be traced from the past to the present. If studied closely,
this lifestyle evolves within the framework of culture through the process of learning. This
learning has been passed down from generation to generation, collected, collected, developed and
passed on to the next. All These process include adaptation through time to service.

Each ethnic group has their own distinct. Culture. This is due to the basic differences
in society which include the characteristic in body built, geography and number of population. It
could be said that the typical culture or local culture is considered to be the world heritage of
society. This shows that the development of the country and living things of the population.

There are many types of local games of the Thai. Most were separated according to
the characteristic of each local place from community, village, district, province and region. For
sample, Kub-Saw of the Northern part, Moo-Lam and Kan-kruem of the Northeast, Choi-Song of
the central part and Pleng Boak and Pleng Cha-Nong of the southern part.

Talking about the typical/local song in the central part ranging from the southern part
of Chao-Praya river around Nakorn sawan Province, Supanburi , Angthong, Sing buri, and etc:
songs around this area include E-saeus, Choi, Kieus-Kao, Pleng-pin-than, Pleng Choai and etc.
Moving down southean Nakorn Nayok, songs include Pleng-Ra-Bam-ban-na. The song of
Adyuthaya include Pleng-Kiewk-kao and Pleng-rung. The local song of Pathum thani province
include pleng I\}oh-ney, Pleng Lum-Pa-Kaew-sahn and Peun-bahn These songs used to be very
popular to the local people for entertainment and other activities.

The important local songs of Pathum thani include Pleng Noh-ney, Pleng Lum-Pa-
Kaew-sahn and Pleng —Ra-Bum-Peun-bahn. This is because the only in singing these songs is
during the special festivals. For non-festival time. People would not sing the song. Most of time
the song world be about merit making or other special wents of the community like pleng-Noh.-
Ney which was played during the flour making to make the Chinese noddles. Pleng —lam-pa-haw-

sahn was played during the rainny season
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The changing of culture is done through changs of specificity and time when there are
new invention or new creations of new responses to the problems. The new wants of society had
caused the new trend and the guitling of the old culture. The old culture service throng the
development to be appropriate and effective within time. This means that the changes in culture
are caused by environmental féctorc, power of foreign culture and the advance technology.

Besides this, human is the main creator that creates the culture and changes in certain
directions. Sometimes it had caused the faded away of local culture and disappear. Today,
academics in the field of culture tried to reserue and develop it. Part of it is to study the culture
together with other development as what vira Bamrungrak (B.E. 2531.243) had stated that
studying is the process of creativity and cultural inhentage. This is correspondence to Pranee
Wingthet (B.E.2525 : 101) study that what is left in the changing society in this rapid
modernization is a necessities, the collection of the disappearing data is due the new entertaining
aptems. This also may to used in comunications to understand society of community that owns
this culture in the past and not a far. So this could be the basis that could not be made
understandable in this system of society, value, ideology and actions of society.

The changes in culture of vocal music in Thailand has gone with the trend of economy
and the new world order. From an agriculture country, people spend most of their time in the
fields or along the canals. People were surrounded by nature and lived scattering around
competition was not high. After work each day, people spcﬁd their time together there were
traditional games and plays. But today, the society had been too populated and competitive. There
is a great advancement in technology and telecommunication it is turn caused lener
communication between the locals, There was no time spending on singing and hanging out
together as before. It had caused the fading away of vocal music (songs) within this region too.

This include the songs of Pathum thani province. The survey found out that to day
Pleng Noy-Ney, Plen Lam~pa-kaew-sahn and Pleng Ra-bam-pean-bahn had disappears from the
life of the people. This is because teenagers don’t listen to the local songs and turned to new king
of songs that come from various communication system in the future these song will harder for
inhentance. The scope of this paper is local song of Pathum thani province: Pleng Noy-Ney pleng

Lam-pa —kaew-sahn and Pleng-Ra-bam-ban-Bahn.
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This is alone through the cabinet approval B.E.2541-2500 following the century of
cultural heritage for development. It s purpose is to preserve and expand the organized knowledge

of local music of Thai.

Objective

1. To study Pleng Noh-Ney. Pleng-lum-pa-kaeus-sahn and Pleng-ra-bum-peun-bahn at the
present.

2. To study the special characteristic of Pleng Noh-Ney, pleng-lum-pa-kaeus-sahn and pleng-Ra-
bum-peun-bahn

Methods of research

This research paper about local songs of Pathum thani provine: Studied pleng noh-
ney, pleng-lum-pa-kaeus-sahn and plerg-ra-bum-peun-bahn: is using qualitative research of
ethnomusicology. It uses discription analysis with the level of collective information, distribution
and ways of interpretation, and evaluations.

The research studied is divided into 2 main points:
1. To study Pleng Noh-ney, Pleng-Lum-pa-kaew-sahn and Pleng-Ra-bum-peun-bahn at the
present it is further subdivided into

1) Historical events

2) Important factors and characteristics of the play

3) Roles and relationship to society

4) Songs reflextions to the society and culture

5) Directions of changing developments
2. To study special characteritics of pleng neh-ney. pleng-lum-pa-kaeus-sahn and plerg-ra-bum-
peun-bahn it is further subdivided into

1) Formal Structure

2) Structural Pitch

3) Scale

4) Melodic Shape and Melodic Direction

5) Rhythmic Pattern
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6) Range
7) Text Setting

8) Relationship between Text and Melodic Phrase

Scopes

This research is done through information collected from the first original singer who
has experines. They were the one whom people accepted. They include 8 followings :

1) Mr. Liam kerurchot

2) Mrs. Pawon posithi

3) Mrs. Rampang kaewdaeng

4) Mrs, Malai Pongpradit.

5) Mrs. Chalong Chantima

6) Mrs. Wanchoke Pheacharamukdakorn

7). Mrs. Chalew Sutawat

8) Mr. Samneng Changtao

Results

The results could be:
1. The current situation of Pleng Noy-Ney, Pleng_Lam-pa-kaew-sahn and Pleng_Ra-bum-peun-

bahn

1) Pieng Noy-Ney

Its origin is uncleared but anumed to originated since Adutthaya period and
disappeared from Pathum thani province during world war II. It is a son played during a party time
like the flour-making the chinese noddles. It is usually sing together. Its additional purpose is to
drive the attention of the people and helps strengthen relationship. The lyrics reflex the life of the
people in accerdance to nature. Today simple reseruers work together with various responsible
units of Pathum thani province in reseruing this type of song was not very supportive.

2) Pleng-Lum-pa-keaw-sahn

Pleng-lam-pa-kaw-sahn originated since the beginner Rattanakosin as a rice donation.

Today it is played as merit making during tod-kra-tin or tod-pha-pa. After work believers of
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Biddhism, both men and women gathered in a boat. They flow down the river asking for
donations. Along the way, They sing songs as a payment to those who donates. The things donated
are given to temples. The purpose of the songs like a song for sacred activities. Its additional
purpose is to strengthen relationship of the community. The lyric reflects the belief in merit
making and in Buddhism. Today, it has been faded away from Pathum thani province.
Responsible units is trying to educate youth and teach them Do the song could be reserved. But
was not being very Supportive.

3) Pleng-Ra-bum-peun-bahn

Pleng-Ra-bum-peun-bahn or local song has no historical evidences of origination. It
is a short lyric song for entertaining. It is usually played during special holidays, Festivals or
Songkran. It is played at the community to strengthen and relationship between people and temple.
The lyrics is a little of love affiurs. Its purpose is to be an entertaining song so the lyrics reflects
the lifestyle and the condition of the society. The song disappeared because of local opera and
plaps, Ram-wormn replaced the pleng-ra-bam-peun-bahn. Today it is being feserved to students

through activities and play by responsible units of Pathum thani province.

2. Specific Characteristies

1) Pleng Noy-Ney

It has binary form. Its structural pitch follows G-A, D-E. It has the pentatonic scale.
The melodic shape and the melodic dirction are disjunct motion and conjunct motin in he final
phrases. The rhyihmic pattern is stable and repeated Its range is E-D. The text setting are syllabic
setting and neurmatic setting. There is a relationship between the text and melodic phrases.

2) Pleng Lum-pa-kaew-sahn

It has the ternary form. Its structural pitch follows G-A, B-E. It has the pentatonic
scale. The melodic shape and the melodic direction which are disjunct motion. It has an arch and
inverted descending in final phrases. The rhythmic pattern is stable and repeated. Its range is E-E.
The text setting are syllabic setting and neurmatic setting, There is a relationship between the text

and melodic phrases.
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3) Pleng Ra-bum-peun-bahn

It structure is similar binary form. Its structural pitch follows D-E and A-G. It has the
pentatonic scale. The melodic shape and the melédié dirction are disjunct motion and conjunct
motin. It has an arch and inverted arch. The descendings are sequential. The rhythmic pattern is
stable and repeated. Its range is E-E. The text setting are syllabic setting and neurmatic setting.

There is a relationship between the text and melodic phrases.

Discussion

The research could be concluded:

1. To study Pleng Noh-ney, Pleng-Lum-pa-kaew-sahn and Pleng-Ra-bum-peun-bahn at the
present it is further subdivided into '

1) Historical backgroud.

Long ago, the ways of life of the people created the song or the play. The importance
of the song cloes not happen through rhythmic pleasure. But was the effect of activities that
happened around them. So the lyrics reflects the past events. As time passes by, situation changes
through time.

Form the research, This name would have the same meaning as the song.

The name of the Thai local came from the activities and games or would be easily
understood because it used:How to call the name of the songs. |

(1) Songs that reflects the activities of the people like pleng-keus-kao, pleng-ten-kam-
ram-kiew, pleng-song-fang, pleng-klom-clek, pleng ram-pakao-sarn and pleng-pee,kaow

(2) Songs that is the starting of the lyrics like pleng-noy-neh, pleng-ra-bam-puen-bahn

(3) Pleng that has the name of the place or play like pleng-riau, pleng korat.

(4) Pleng that comes form the rhythemic like pleng-ra-bum-ban-na, pleng-ra-bum-

bahn-rai.

2) Important factors and characteristics in the play
The important factor of the 3 songs are similar to local plays and song. The different
in this research is that has been disappear from the local play/acts which is to pay to mas (wai-

kruu). From interview, the 3 songs do not have an act of respond to the master at all. Most of time
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the singer would link of their master for they are the one giving the pray. There is memory of
giving the pray one a year. But not in the case of these 3 songs. Factors various affecting the
changes in local songs to the present

(1) Economic ploblem

Economic changes has caused the higher standard of living. It has intern lener the
chance to act. Mostly it is seen in special activies performed by uarious special eeserued unit.

(2) Social ploblems that:

(1) In the changing in adminstrative system B.G. 2475 in between B.G. 2481-2487,
catching P.M.Pibunsongkam) there was the changes in culture. The government forbid people to
play songs or artvitives that is in appropriate. Also the government promote westren culture. This
had great effect upon the local songs as if there is a new life of the people. As time passes by, local
songs tend to disappear from society. Noy-ney song which used to be famous had nearly facted
away from society especially'after world War I1.This is due to the popularity of cinema and radio
which also caused the faded away in the playings too.

(2) Education sestem

Todayeducation is an important factor in the changes of the urban life style. When the
Thai education became more aptematic following the Royal decree of primary studies which
started from grade 1 to grade 8. This goes together with the development of the nation. It had
caused the people tun to other type of carreer instead of agriculture.People in the new entry
turned to industrial sectors more. This had lesson the invouement of the people in the community
and increased cbmprtition amog people. It had also caused the gap in local arts of the people
because of the economic and social condition.People had to complete to survise. This had caused
the roughness i the people spirit.

(3) Technological advancement

The advanceement of globalization had caused the changes in the people life from
culture sector to industrial sectors: Labour forced was uplaced by machines which saves cost and
time, Before pleng Noy-neh is in flour-making the chinere noodles. But today it had been replaced
by machines. People has no time because they have to do new job. Before chinere noodles are
hand-made. But today people buy it to save time. So pleng noy-neh is of no importance and is

almost lost form Phathmthani province.
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Today the flour-making Chinses noodles had been adapt to use modern Thai song like
in Wat-pa-neng-tek, Nakompratom province. There was a big opera house where people worked
together in the temple. Old people, teenagers or children came together became the rhythm of the
entertaining.

(4) Telecomunication for entertainment

The advance in telecomunication and technology have response to the wants of the
people. Pubic Advertisement has created scueral choice. Modern songs replaced the local in a new
style and new ways. Technological advancement has shifted the intersts of the prople.

(5) The influene of opera house and others types of plays

Time is the factor comeing the decay of the popularity in local songs which is due to
the changes the prloblem of culture. The influence of opera house and modern msic replaced local
songs. The period of ram-wong or ram-tone was replaced by look-tung and look-krung which
evolves from local songs. The fast rhyhmic or the complete show, including the singers and
dances had increased the interests of the people. This also include the sight and
sound, lyrices,stereo sound and etc. They are new mechnisms in the market that local songs do not

have

3. Role and relationships to the social system

The role and the relationship of pleng noh-nay,pleng lum-pa-kaew-sahn and pleng ra-
bum-puen-bahn towards the sociaety are not very direct because the wording happens through the
mind of the people s real situations. The words tell the story the real life situation at that moment
like asking to make merit in pleng-lum-pa-keaw-sahn. It fore told the period of merit making and
donation for poor temple. Also the wording built the greater workship to the Buddhist religion.

The role and the relationship of the song towards the society of Phathumthani today
are being away from the life of the people. Therole of the song has no influence toward the life of
the people because people does not need to survive anymore. In return, the condition of society
today is decaying because there type of song happen from the activities of the society. When there
is no activity, The song is no loner sing

The relationship between family from living together as exterded family, today there

is single family.Famimly is getting smaller and the responsibility of each members increased. So
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the time spend together in the family has lener. The close relationship between people has lener
too. There is a gap between older generation and the new generation.

The above discription has shower the relationship between household and temple. In
the pastpeople has strong clear faith and respect monks. Monks is like the central point of the
people. There administration simple and peace. Monk is an example for the community. But today
there are group of the people who take advantage upon monk. This include singing and lured
people. It had caused the bad image for the religion too. This had lener the faith of the people as
well. It had caused the gap between household and temple or between population and society

world not twist things easity and the people became more selfish.

4. Image reflects in society and culture from the lyrics

The image reflects in society and culture form the 3 types of songs helps to see the
ways of life and a mirror of society. Some example that can be seen are the beliefs and values of
the people like:

1) Reflects the way of life. For example: Reflection of primary education of the locals.

There is quite clear distinct in the career and the copability, there lationship and
expenenes in singing they used to be the sense giving pray before. They had more experienes and
knows the epics or saying of the Thai.

2) Reflects the society.

For example: The values and merit-making in case pleng lum-pa-keaw-sahn. The fact

that the religion is most repeated. Relizion has strong influence upon the life of the people. The
words will be about meritbeliefs and value of Thai hevenexit. It shows morality of culture and

right for goodness of society

5. The expected of changes and development.

During the preservation of pleng in Phathumthani province, organizational units would
be involved as an hoc committee. This act hoc committee works only for a short period of time of
reservation and preservation of local song. This is also in time of policy making of the
government. During this period, there is a little awareness mostly upon the responsible units. As

time passesby,people did not pay much attention because they fowsed on the way of living more.
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Also working with the local is quite difficult due to changes in carrer. When local sees that they
don t gain anything, theytend not to pay important to it. For young children, there was a spread of
the local songs in the form of study program. But only few student participate. After the program,
there was no continity. There was no basic laid as the foundation of knowlge. So the people
ignoved the value of locals sings. Also young people is interested in modern songs move. These
are the reasons why few people in Pathum thani paid interest to the local songs. The songs did not
have the role in the way of life of the people at all like in the past

The expectation of reservation and plan of development in arts and culture still goes as
what the policy had stated. But the process of reseruation and the actual practice to change this
value of people in society to inherit there are ahard thing to do. The problem lies in the
organizational unit. But the value of the people is another important factors because of the flous of
western culture. Thai society had laid the wrong basis upon the people for long. Working with the
locals is also a big problem because it deals with the feelings of the people directly

Today the government has setup policy to built the awareness of the people to love
their mother land. This is done by using the products produced by the community. These things
could be done because it creates the effects upon the life of the people and the way of life. But the
direct local songs is culture arts that came from inner feelings and are not the main factor for life.
So what could be done is to built a clear understanding is a basis for every famliy, acquire
knowledge from school, procide channel of reseruation in the c'ommum'ty and support in- the form

of research study.

2. To study special characteritics of pleng neh-ney. pleng-lum-pa-kaeus-sahn and plerg-ra-
bum-peun-bahn it is further subdivided into

1) Formal structure

The stucuture og local song in general has 2 parts (binary form) repeated. It include
the wording and the rhythmic data collected from field research found out that there are 3 ternary
form. This might due to the fact that the singer minht chang the rhythm or create their own in
between. This had caused the new form which is different from those in the past. However, most
of the time it was set by the characterisitic of the rhythm and the wordind.

2) Structural pitch
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Structural pitch is read from the value of the length of the pitch of the main rhythm
and the central pitch that is repeat. This could tell the structural pitch in various of like from the
strong pitch in each pause and the repetitions. The Structural pitch is very important and is the
basic information is study the scale and various type of melody in the song.

3) Scale

1t is known that the scale of music in Southesat Asia is pentatonic scale. The gap of
the sound is in the level of 1,2,3,5,6. This include the local song of Phathumthani province too.
The gap of 3 songs follows pentatonic scale in nature.

4) Melodic Shape and Melodic Direction

Melodic Shape and Melodic Direction, Educated by the lines or shape comparative. It
shows direction is pararell. The characteristiced of musié in Southeast Asia and able

5) Rhythmic Pattern

The Rhythmic Pattern of local song is not complex and does not repeat much. After
passing each phrase rhythmic turns back to the usuul. There is a regular pattern of repeatition.
There is a borwing of modem rhythmic pattern which could be explained. But the unregular of the
singing has caused the note to be set in values. This has caused the unstable of the note.

6) Range

The range of the sound would usually be in the same level or is similar. To find the
value of the range is to use movable do to create the same’level of the main sound and the
additional sound.

7) Text Setting

From the research studied, singing done in full words. Sometimes there is an extra
range of the singing by creating a higher sound like of Mr. Liam who has his own characters. If
listen to the 3 songs carefully, he would have an exira range. This is an individual technique of
each person.

Various technique in singing cauld tel! felling or emotions of the singer. For example,
the extra range is to show the voince or to strengthen the sound to remain longer. This is to
connect the words or show continuity in words. So the word separation in singing would rarely

occurred. The stressing or the creating a higher sound or lower sound at the end could tell the
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weight of the sound. It could tell if there was a shout or how loud or soft it is. This could tell the
differnce of songs too.

8) Relationship between Text and Melodic Phrase

The syallable in the local song is importantly stressed. The singer pays important to
the rhythum that occurred in corresspondence to the number of syllables. This is because the
singers have limited time in trying to think of the words. Both side wanted to by wording.
However, the people not stressd on the wording as much as the meaning go the words. What the
people stressed or is that the listeners understand the meaning of the word. So the phrase, the
rhythm and the wording are not much of a different because of the correspondence in the singing
had been cotrolled.

The phrase used has the relationship with the rhythm. This shows that each phrase
goes in relation with the weight of the sound at the end of the line. This weight is softer in the end.
This proued that the correspondence wording is the main factor in the movement of the song from
beginning to the end. This 1s because the responses each person must be in the same line while the
playing the wording came from the creativity of each that goes along.

Besides this is the number of the wording that mark the receiving the song .1t also is
the breaking point for acquire breath in singing. It is the indications of the length of line too.

The length of the Jine has an impact upon the listener. This is because it ellustrates the
luster of the wording for the rhythm has already been controlléd. So it 1s important for both the
singer and the writer to be aware of the number of syllable and the rhythm. Both the syllable must
be appropriate to the rhythm or the rhythm of the clapping. The composers would write a song in
correspondence to the society at the period of and with the exact words or line. So the singer
would know if any line have been missed or there was an extra line. This also indicate that the

singer had sung in the wrong way.

Reccomendation
The research study from Ari Kultan (B.G.2526) had reccomended the ways to study
these local culture by the following:

1) Field research had provide information the joctors or the development of each, But

it must be very detailed.
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2) Research analysis must be cleared and strceight forward

3) Data collection

4) Collect data reguelarly to notice the changes.

Direction of cultural studied is the general withih the framewaed of ehtnomusicology.
It is suggests scope that

1) To studied the local song of other field in details

2) To studied the process of the changes of local songs in accudence to

ehtnomusicology.





