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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to do a survey of folksongs as performed in 8 provinces in
the eastern region of Thailand (Chonburi, Rayong, Chantaburi, Trat, Srakeow,
Prachinburi, Nakornnayok and Chachermngsao) The methods employed were document
and rescarch study related to folksongs, as well as a field survey of the region, where
most provinces are coastal, and the main occupations are fishery, industry, and
agriculture. The result was then analyzed and presented in the narrative style.

The study revealed that folksongs were still preformed in only some provinces
such as Nakornnayok, Chacherngsao, Prachinburi, Chantaburi and Rayong, mostly by
rice farmers. In Rayong Pepart orchestra is added to Pevsongkreung folksong. Most
folksong masters are 70 years old or over and it is predicted that in the near future,
folksongs would continue losing 1its popularity and disappear since no people of
young generation are interested in practicing and performing. Only some education
institutions have begun to do the conservation of the folksongs, which would be the
only proof of its once existence.
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