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Abstréct

Sepha is a form of recitation of tales and Jatakas, and is believed to originate
sometime during Ayudhya period. Formerly it was an ordinary telling of tales, but later
changed into reciting verses. The most popular tale has been the Sepha Khun Chang
Khun Phan. The recitation of Sepha verses is based on the same tune over and over
again. The audience enjoys the verses through the mood created by the singer and
rhythmically percussive sound of the krabs. There is no evidence of the simultanuity
of the recitation and the handling of the krabs, but it is found to be fashionable during
the Ayudhya period through the early Ratanakosin era, where it was developed into a
form of performance called “ home Rong Sepha”, which was the singing of Sepha
verses accompanied by a pi phat band. The sequence of performance followed a ngid
list of songs; they were, Home Rong, Phama Ha Thon, Chorake Hang Yao, Bulan and
Si Bot respectively. The Sepha, at a later time became out of fashion as the singing
and the accompanied music has been developed in another direction and resulting in

the infrequent performance of the Sepha and the krabbing.

It is found the there are two schools of krab playing in extant; namely, those of
Muen Khab Kham Wan, ( Cherm Nagamalai), and Luang Siang Sanoh Kan (Pan
Muktawapai). The techniques were handed down by disciples of each school
respectively.‘ The exponent of the former school is Siri Wichwej, and of the latter is

Chang Klaisithong. Both schools of krabbing compriSes similar handlings, but differ in

techniques and nomenclature.

At present time the Sepha recitation is not as fashionable an entertainment as it
has been in the past. Its existence is now due to its inclusion in the secondary school

and higher education curricula. The study gives findings that teachers of Thai language



4
and Thai music from 6 provinces, there are, Bangkok, Nontaburi, Pathumthani,
Smutprakarn, Ayutthaya and Suphanbufi, can be classified catagorially into 4 groups,
thus, first, those who can both recite and handle the krabs competently, secondly, those
who can only recite but cannot handle the krabs, thirdly, those who can recite only
smatteringly, and those who can not recite at all. It is also found that the second group
has the highest frequency tally. The result also makes known the fact that the Sepha

still remains to be taught in the teaching of Thai language and Thai music.
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