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Phra Malai's Melody : A Funeral Musical Chant at Nong Khao Village,

Tha Muang Suburb, Kanchanaburi
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the Malai funerary chanting tradition,
focusing on traditions and melodies of the Matai chant in Ban Nong Khao, Tha Muang
district, Kanchanaburi, in order to record information on tradition of the Malai chant in
research paper and in video tape, and to collect the taken melodies in the form of

musical notes and tape cassette.

The results reveal that the Malai funerary chanting tradition is the reading
tradition emerging in the Ayuddhaya period. However, the evidence on this tradition was
clearly seen in the reign of King Rama | when the prohibition of the Malai chanting was
established. Since then, the popularity of Malai chanting tradition has fallen into a
decline. In the Malai chanting tradition still existing in Ban Nong Khao, the long -
traditional community which can be set back to the Ayuddhaya period, laymen are the
chanters. The same set of instruments as used by monks is still used by the layman
chanters. Chanting has simple steps. The chants from Khamphee Suad Phra Malai, So
Dhammaphakdee version are drawn to use in this tradi—tion. The Chants are written in
various Kap - like styles. Their content is concemed kharma and buddhist cosmology.
At present, Nong Khao villagers have preserved 22 chanting melodies : 2 Phra Dhamma

melodies, 5 ancient melodies, and 15 Lam Nok melodies.
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