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The Spread of Northeastern Music in Central Thailand :
The Case of “Khaen Wong Prayuk” Bands in Nakhon Sawan
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investisatir}g the performance of Northeastern Music in
Central Thailand in the case of “Khaen Wong Prayuk” Bands in Nakhon Sawan in
the following aspects: (1.) The spread of “Khaen Wong Prayuk” bands. (2.)
The Khaen Wong Prayuk bands in the aspects of its composition, Show patterns,
music for playing, as well as presentation. (3.) People sopinions towards the
“Khean Wong Prayuk” bands in the Chumtabong Subdistrict, Nakhon Sawan
Province.

The population was the people of Chumtabong Subdistrict, Nakhon Sawan.
The 390 key informants comprised 20 specialists and 370 general people. The
instruments used were a set of checklist type questionnaires and interview form.
The questionnaire comprises a check list and 4 sections of 3 - level (Rating Scale)
of Likert. The interview form was that of a structured interview. The statistical
procedures employed were percentage, arithmetic means, and standard deviation.
There was also a survey for a field study to collect the data concerning village
history and its culture, and socio - economic aspects. This included the
improvement of the “Khaen wong” band shows with respect to its band
'composition, music instruments, rehearsals, show patterns, music for playing, and
presentation. The surver was done by means of video-taping, sound recording,
taking colour slide pictures, and interviewing. The findings were as follow.

1. There was a widespread of “Khaen Wong Prayuk” bands in the
Cumtabong Subdistrict, Nakhon Sawan Province because the “Khaen” (a

woodwind instrument made from bamboo stems) can be easily played, its songs



can be emotionally well expressed, and it is an identity of the Northeastern people.
It is also possible for musicians to perform in the band as their occupation.

2. With respect to the composition of the band, show patterns used, the
music played, and its presentation, there was not much difference among the bands
themselves in general. However, the significant difference was that of the type of
music played which would vary to be in accordance with the requests of the
audience or the dancers. The music played included country music, light music,
folk music and native Northeastern folk songs, whether being songs of the past or
the popular ones at present.

3. Regarding the opinions of the people in Chumtabong Subdistrict, Nakhon
Sawan, it was found that the popularity of the “Khaen Wong” band depends on its

show patterns, songs used in playing, and musicians ability.
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