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ABSTRACT
°

The propose of this research 1s to study the history of Chaw Pho Prapong, the respectful
ceremony and the belief of people in the community towards him. The instruments used were the

interview, the observation and the local historical evidence both the wntten and the ancient remains.

The results of finding,

There 1s no evidence to prove who he was an where he came from, but people believe that.
There was a stone carving in a shape of tis body inside his former shrine but now it is lost. The
stone carving was about 1057 — 1257 AD.

The role and his mfluence towards the commumty. The shrine was located in an
appropnate direction, which was at the center of all the passing by in the past. The joumey both by
land and by water supposed to pass through the shrine, such as the trading route between the central
and the northwestern part, the army route bach and forth to Cambodia and the log carrying route as
well,

There are two different ceremonies. For Chaw Pho Prapong, the commumnity acts one and
the other is acted individually. The community offers him a big food and bathing him annually at
his shrine within specific time. Individually, people vows for the good thing and good lfe or they
can be commumnon with his spirit at any time and in any places. People use flower incense stick
Khun Kha or Knun Phad m bolth ceremonies. The procedures of the ceremonies are complicated
but sometimes are in complicated.

The belief in Chaw Pho Prapong is a combination between the devil, Buddhism and the
Brahmanic. People believe the he is a ceestial being who has a great might and miraculous power.
They also believe his statue image has very high muiraculous power and his soul will never dies but
always be ready to help them whenever they ask for. Moreover his soul can tell all the thing people

want to know through the medium actor.
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