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ABSTRACT

The research was conducted to study social and cultural
changes and to find out causes and impacts of these changes in Karen
community in Suanpung, Ratchaburi. The qualitative techniques :
studying from liturature, interviewing community key informants and
the participant observation were used t0 collect data. Period of
collecting field data was from August to December,1993. Content
analysis and descriptive analysis techniques were used to analyse
data.

The results of the research showed that there were social
and cultural changes in many aspects : family institution, education
institﬁtion, belief and tradition institution, public health
institution and.recreation institution. For the family institution,
the family size was smaller. The parents’role on bringing up their
children chénged. The occupation also changed from agricultural
workers to employees. More people moved to work in towns. Some
changesk were found in housing state : many home instruments had
no longer used, electrié equipments and machinary technology
were increasingly taken place. In the aspect of. educational
institution. schools were more important.. All the children could
be in school system. Education after high school has increased
and being in school has helped them to be able to do many things,
such as spoke Thali language better, 1 knew about new careers,

these made young Karens reduce in using Karen languge. About



3

public health care institution, modern curing are ﬁore accepted.
There were using sanitary toilets. Most of giving births were
made in public hospital. In the aspect of belief and traditional
institution, a few changes were found in respecting religion.
Most of ‘the people were Buddhism. In the 1later period, there
were 4 families turned to respect Christianity. People gave some
customs less important and performed just to keep status quo and
some were given up. About the recreation institution has changed
from co-activities to be individual seeking. Watching television
was one important recreation. The results of analysis causes in
changing found that, physical environment, amout and charactoristic
of nopulation, scientific spread and technological growth, economic
status, modern communication and transportation and religion,
belief and ideal, all of these were the important factors that
made social- and cultureal changes. The impacts of those changes
effected to many ways of life, such as interaction in the family,
ocupation, languge usage, respective and believes in older persons,
survival convenience, quality of life, crossed race marriage and
rising social problems in community. The results had shown above can

serve all of the purposes of the research.
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