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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the art styles,
themes, evolution and dating of the mural paintings found in the
crypf of sanctum of chedis and prangs in central Thailand, of the
Sukhothai and the early Ayutthaya styles earlier than the 16th
century.

Photographs are taken of the murals, and for a clearer
comparison of the mural details, line « drawings of them are made,
whic otherwise is difficult. To establish the sequence, these
data have clcsely been compared and classified to fimd out any
relationship among them.

To make a more objective determination, is taken into cone
sideration the architectural style of each building that contains
murals, To a wider extent, other objects d'art are studied, which
can by comparable with the murals, such as the stone - slabs with
incised depictions, bronze foot - prints of the Buddha, etc.

The murals can be divided into three large chronological
groupa: the first group, dated to the 1#th century, with some Sri
Lankan painting influence; The second group, dated to the 15th
century, with evident Sri Lankan painting influence; and finally,
The third group, dated to the 16°% - 17%B
Sri Lankan painting influence, and the formation of the Ayutthaya
Style.

century, with dissppearing

The most prevalent theme is the alignment of the Buddhas
of the past, which is followed by the slignment of the disciples,
the lifestory of the Buddha, the Jataka tales, and the celestial

assembly, in order. The evolution is most evident from the study

n



of the decorative bordors containing the stylized motifs repeated
horizontally. This is the only element consistently appeared in
almost all the murals dealt in this study, and also continued to
appear in the murals through the Ayutthaya period.
In summary, the result of the study is aa follows:
1. Murals in the sanctum of the Prang No. 16 Kho, Wat
Mahathat, Lopburi, circa 148 century.
2. Murals in the sanctum of the Prang, Wat Nakhon Kosa,
Lopburi, circa 148 century. '
3. Murals in the sanctum of the Main Prang, Wat Mahathat,
Ratchaburi, circa 14tR century. '
L, Murals in the sanctum of a Chedi to the North of the
Main Chedi, Wat Chedi Chen Thaeo, Si Satchanalai, Sukhothai, cirea
15th century.
5. Murals in the sanctum of a Chedi to the West of the
Main Chedi, Wat Chedi Chet Thaeo, Si Satchanalai, Sukhothai, circa
15th century
6. Murals in the sanctum of the Prang, Wat Si Sawai,
Sukhothai, c¢irca 15th century.
7. Murals in the crypt of the Main Prang, Wat Ratcha-
burana, Ayutthaya,cira 15th century.
8. Murals in the sanctum of the Chedi, to the mnorth of
Phra Wihan assembly hall, Wat Ratchaburana, Ayutthaya, circa 16th
century.
9., Murals in the sanctum of the Main Prang, Wat Pra
Ram, Ayutthaya, circa 16th century.
10. Murals in the frontal projection of the Main Prang,
Wat Ph;a Ram, Ayutthaya, circa 17th century.
11, Murals in the sanctum of the Prang, to the northwest
of the Main Prang, Wat Mahathat, Ayutthaya, circa 16th century.
12. Murals on the ruined wall of the crypt, the Stupa
in the western part of Wat Phra Si Sanphet, Ayutthaya, circa 16th

century.



Some of the above results coincide with those of previous
studies conducted by various experts, while others are new based

on the analytic study of new data collected by the writer.
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