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ABSTRACT

The research titled “The Construction and Inheritance of ‘Mon’ Ethnic Identity in
Metropolitan Area: A Case study of Mon in Klongbangna, Bangna District, Bangkok” aimed to
study the construction and inheritance of ‘Mon’ ethnic identities in metropolitan area that
were presented through their culture in daily lives and vital community traditions, and to
find guidelines to conserve Mon’s culture by community participation. The research
methodology was a qualitative study. The data was collected by using documentary and
field studies and presented by descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed that

1) The identities of Mon in Klongbangna between B.E.2358 — 2367 were presented
through language, costume, food, occupation, traditions and ancestral spirit belief. The
constructions and inheritances of ‘Mon’ ethnic identities were using the power of Thai
nation state and the revitalization and the reproduction of culture.

2) The identity of Mon in Klongbangna between B.E.2368 - 2598 was the identity of
farmer. The constructions and inheritances of ‘Mon’ ethnic identity were using Thai nation
state’s patronage systems and Mon’s kinship system.

3) The identities of Mon in Klongbangna between B.E.2490 to present were
presented through language, authentic food and dessert, ancestral spirit belief, traditional
dance and centipede flag production in Makha Bucha Day. The constructions and
inheritances of ‘Mon’ ethnic identity were using the revitalization and reinvention the
older cultures.

4) The guidelines to conserve Mon’s culture by community participation were to
enhance Mon Klongbangna’s local museum in order to conserve and inherit Mon ancestors’
culture to their descendants and apply to be the members of Mon’s national
organizations such as Thai- Mon Association and Mon Youth Community Bangkok in order
to be combined as network to conserve Mon ancestors’ culture with their fellows all

around the country.
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