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Sumary of the Research Project

Project Title 1 The Study of Moral Reasoning Development

Financial Support : The BEducation Related Social Science‘Development
| Progremy Office of The National Culture Commission
Project Director 3 Associate Professor Soﬁboon Salyachivin
- Ph,D, (Applied Psychology)

Post-Doctoral Studies in Social Research
Research Associates 3 Assistant Professor Rajanee Tiyapan

M.A. (Statistics)

4dssistant Professor Chainat Nakabuppa

M.Ed, (Bducational Psychology)
Affiliated Institution : Faculty of Bducation,

Chiang Mai University

I, Objectives

At present, moral education has become a focal point of interest
of a variety of experts., However, éducaibrs in Thailand have been far
fram successful in devising an effective way of transmitting moral education
to the Thai people, This might be due to among other things, our narrow
concept of morality, The term itself has, thus for, been taken to mean a
coertain socially acceptable mode of overt behavior, Secondly, the lack
of knowledge on what actually constitutes the rational components of
morally acceptable behavior ig also known to be part of the problem,

We contend in this study that each individual has his or her own
philosophy to rationalize bhis or her conduct and that it would be more

effective and worthwhile if we could help people develop their rationalization
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ability rather than merely blaming their socially disapproved conducts,
Given this rather broad perception of the issue within the Thal context,
it is then necessary to understand the nature of moral development and
moral thinking processes which underlige moral conduct of the Thai people,

This research project was designed first ot investigate moral
reasoning levels of the Thai people when they make moral judgementlin a
given moral dilemma and to see whether those levels could be traced .
developmentally, Secondly, it was aimed at discovering certain such
soclo-psychological factors which might relate'to the development of moral
reasoning as child-rearing practiees, ego strength, interests and values, etc,
2. Scope and Methodology

Over one thousand and five hundred people participated in this
study, The subjects included school and university students and general
adults who were systematigally selected from both in and out of the provinces
representing each region of the country - nort, south, northeast and the
central,

Moral reasoning questionaires, adapted from the original Kohlberg's
test, were given to all subjects., The second set of questionaire was designed
to investigate the patterns of child-rearing practices and measure the
personality strenzth of all the student groups. The third set of questionalres
was designed to investigate interests, aspirations and ethical inclinations
of 211 the secondary, university students, and the adult groups.

Responses to moral reasoning test were treated as both qualitative
as well as quantitative data. The quantitative data were analized by uning
various statistical methods. Many interesting and significant findings

were obtained,



3, Important Research Finding

Resgarding the moral roasoning development, it was found, as
expected, that grade 4 and 6 students applied various stages of moral
reasoningestages I to 4, while tﬁe majority of grade 4 children(9-I0 years
0ld) were at stage 2 where right actién consists of that which instrumentally
satisfies one's own needs, The majority of grade 6 students as well as
the @th grade students were at stage 3 where they were oriented toward the
concept of* "good boy - nice girl", a rather conforming type of behavior,

High schoolvstudents and undergraduates applied stages 3 to 5 of
moral reasoning while the majofity were at stage 4 and oriented towgrd the
M aw~and~-order” -~ type of behavior,

The adult groups with a wide range of age and educational levels
applied stages 2 to 5 of moral reasoning while the average score was between
stages 3 and 4, Over twenty percent of the undergrgduates used stage 5 of
moral reasoning where right action tequ to be defined in terms of general
individual rights and standards which have been critically examined and
agreed upon by the whole society, These findings, therefore, confirm that
Kohlberg's theory of moral development is, to a certain degree, cross-
culturally applicable,

| Difference regarding developmental stages of moral reasoning among
ﬁecple in different regions were more pronounced in or more characteriatic
of the younger age groups, the most advantageous and sophisticated of which
are in the central region, These differences could be attributed to language
A fficulties among the other regions where the children used local languages,
The subjects in the southe?n region, on the average, were at the lowest stage
of moral reasoning compared with those in the other regions, That the south

has long been plagued with social and political unrest and disturbances
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should not be quickly regarded as one of the causes contributing to such
a lower stage of moral reasoning, It would be quite challenging topic for
further research;

Wth regard to the relationship between moral reasoning and other
socio-psychological factors, it was found that permissive home environment,
use of psychological punishment whereby parents encourage children to
confess their wrong doing, ete,, had a rather significant impact upon moral
reasoning development,

The respondents who demonstrated a rather hizh level of moral
reas-ning were more oriented toward personal actualization values than
interpersénal social values, less materialistic and seeking for peaceful
life and world péace, Moreover, the moral viewpoints of Thai monks and of
the professional respondents described in the full report should be worth
roading,

4, Possible applications

Tools and techniques used for assessing moral réasoning levels
in this study were valid and rellable enough to be replicated by other
teachers or moral educators,

Information on moral reasoning levels of students at different age
aroups as well as of adults at different soclial-cultural settings should
also be usefel for moral educators in school and in other social institutions,
It should be obvisus that citizens of stge 4 of moral reasoning should at
least, be a minimum ldeal~type of citizens for any healthy society as well as
for our own society,

’Evidence from other researches on moral trainings suggests that
it will not be effective to raise an individual's moral reasoning level more

than one stage over the present one, However, it is not the focus of this
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study to discuss the techmiques of moral devalopment, ~Ths results fram
this study, thereforse, should at least provids useful information for moral
educators in the future, In addition, there exists many more non school
factors which may contribute to the raising of an individual's moral reasoning
level, It becomes even mors complex if level 5 and 6, the most progressive
and sophisticated ones, are aimed for,

Moreover, the relationship between moral reasoning and other socio-
psycholozical factors, 1.0., child-reafing practices, personality characteristics
among different proups of people, etc., should be worth further studying by
other researchers,

Thus far, since we know for certain the degres of influence those
sociopsychological factors exert in this moral development, efforts should be
seriously made to tailor those factors in order that they may become most
favourable for effecting the desired higher levels of moral reasoning, The
conditioning of this enviromment may be a very difficult task, But it is.
certainly worth pursuizg,

Purthermore, such interesting findings regarding certain life-goal
values of the Thal pecple as the overwhelmingly materistic approach to life
and the priority given to self and family well-belng may reflect éither the
pressing economic conditions of contemporary world or the selfish nature of
man, The issue of precise reflection, per se, deserves more careful
consideration and investigation, Yet, at the same time, this research
resaarch result shows that those at the higher level of moral development believe
that social and world well-being and peace, rather than self-centered
prosperity, are more preferable, Therefore, it should naturally become the
responsibility of those social institutions charged with promoting and
developing the spiritual aspects of 1ife of the population to campaign for the

increased adoption and suecessful realization of such a desirable 1life-goal value,
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