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Abstract

The research project “The Adaptations of Local Communities to the Populist Policy”
aims to study the populist policy of the Thai Rak Thai party government as a public policy
that affects local communities especially in socio-cultural aspects. It attempts to point out how
the local community case studies, which have different historical, social, cultural, political,
and economic contexts, adapt to and appropriate projects under the populist policy as to
response to their economic and social problems and needs. It also attempts to point to impacts
and changes resulting from such adaptations and appropriations.

The study finds out that some local communities have tried to appropriate the projects,
especially the village fund project, in many respects according to their problems and needs,
which are reasonable and in sync with local conditions rather than failures as strictly judging
from the criteria of the project. These adaptations and appropriations are the allocation of the
loan interest for public interest and community, the redefinition of the loan interest, and
especially the lending of money to activity groups, which are conflicting with the rules. Such
adaptations and appropriations, however, are limited partly because the village fund rules are
quite strict and most village fund committees conduct accordingly. In addition, some
members want their own rights, which have been given to the group, to the fund.

The impacts of the projects under the populist policy are more negative than positive.
In case of the village fund project, many members used loan money for household
consumption rather than in production activities which creates income. They borrowed money
from various sources to pay back the fund, rendering them more indebted which has no way
out. Moreover, many village funds in the three southernmost provinces have collapsed partly
because the members didn’t pay back whereas some village funds in other areas which have
not yet faced such problems are likely to face the same problems. Similarly, in case of the
debt intermission project, farmers are still indebted as before or more after the project has
been completed because they didn’t use money in reviving careers or improving production
efficiency according to the aims of the project.

In case of the one Tumbol, one product project (OTOP), apart from the fact that there
are only few activity groups in the communities joining the project, the increasing demands
created by joining OTOP expositions didn’t benefit the groups much. It is because the groups
cannot produce products as demanded whereas problems they have been facing are not about
the market but raw materials, capital, and product standard. Meanwhile, although some
groups have faced market problems, they are kinds of market problems that cannot be easily
solved by the OTOP expositions. Importantly, some groups that joined the OTOP expositions
have not succeeded in raising their sale.

In case of the universal coverage project, however, the impacts are more positive than
negative. Although the project overlaps with medical care welfare activity some groups have
been carried out, it works to supplement and makes health insurance more secure. In addition,
although some members have bad experiences with the medical care under the project, most
members want the project improved rather than discontinued. They propose that the quality of -
medical care, medicine, and service improve to the same level as those of other health
insurance especially that of the government officials otherwise there should be only one
health insurance so that everybody can gain access to the same medical care.
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