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ABSTRACT

. The politics of local knowledge on biodiversity resources is the top1c of research to
analyze importance of local knowledge on biodiversity resources in the context of
international political forum. In the past local knowledge was considered an irrational and
non-valuable. However in complex social, cultural, and political situations particularly in
the global context local knowledge plays important role in setting up social system and
values. It is found that local knowledge plays a vital role in making a society. Despite this
fact the local knowledge is being treated simply a commodity most of the time and is being
exploited by the industrial countries and multinational corporations to get more benefits for

The research is focused on to address mainly the following questions;

1. How the history of the structure of management on biodiversity resources and local
knowledge guides us in global context.

2. How the international politics converts local knowledge into mere a cultural
commodity in the global context?

3. .What is the impact of the current structure of management on biodiversity resources

- and local knowlédge in forming international policy on intellectual property rights

and agreement between local and international agencies working in the field of bio-
diversity?

4. How the movement of farmers and local people at grass root level can help
negotiating in setting up policies concerning management of biodiversity resources
and their fundamental rights in the current global context and in changing the
current policy of ‘intellectual property rights’ (IPR)?

This study pointed that the monopolistic structure of bio-resources and local knowledge
had been developed since the colonial period. When the European countries discovered the
value of bio-resources in the form of indigenous knowledge in the third-world countries
they started exploiting them. They began to seize resources and knowledge for collecting
wealth, growing their economies and expanding their power. Until now, that structure has
not changed so much rather it has become more complex. The multinational companies
have adopted a new method to exploit indigenous knowledge and resources of biodiversity.
- They have invo]ved ather sectors of the society at local and international level to fulfill
their objectives. They promote and support different research projects, the international
exchange programs and formulate international agreements aiming free access to the bio-
resources and knowledge and allegedly push intellectual property rights (IPRs) to
monopolize knowledge and resources in favor of their own benefits.

If local knowledge on bio-resource is being covered under IPRs, local people will be
deprived of its use and will be pushed away from the benefits they deserve. Practice of
IPRs may cause an adverse effect and may discourage people to participate in managing
natural resources at local level in the long run. In order to protect their rights and to counter
attack the multinational companies, sometimes local people also try to go for IPRs. It does
not serve any purpose rather it creates conflict in the society. To avoid any such conflict it
is suggested that the concept of IPRs should be followed to protect the community rights.
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... To.conclude,..the community rights on local knowledge and bio-resources should be

flexible and non-commercial. Even in case of commercial use of the bio-resources a
portion of the income should be distributed among the local people. Communities should
be encouraged to follow the system of exchanging and circulating local knowledge and
protecting community rights, which is the basis of IPRs. They should be allowed to use
knowledge and other bio-resources in order to develop themselves and the society as well.
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