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TEMPLE AND YOUTH : THE ROLES OF TEMPLE ON ENHANCING
THE SUCCESS IN LIFE OF MONASTIC YOUTHS
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(A)

ABSTRACT

The objective of the research on “Temple and Youth: the Roles of
Temple on Enhancing the Success in Life of Monastic Youths" are : first, to study
the background and the way of life of the monastic youths; second, to examine how
the monks, who used to have youths under their care and that the youths became
successful in life, raise them; and third, to analyze the roles of the temple in
enhancing the success in life of the youths. The samples were selected by
purposive sampling method. They were five Bangkok-based temples namely 1) Wat
Ratchabophit Sathitmahasimaram Ratchaworawiharn, 2) Wat Suthat Thepwararam
Ratchaworamahawiharn, 3) Wat Chanasongkhram Ratchaworamahawiharn, 4) Wat
Rachathiwat Ratchaworawiharn, and 5) Wat Phrasri Mahathat Woramahawiharn.
Data was collected from samples representing the temples that used to raise
youths who became successful persons later through document analysis, non-
participatory observation, informal and formal interviews.

The main findings of the study are as follows

1. The temples have active roles in enhancing the success in life of
monastic youths both in the past and at present. In the past, the temples were
regarded as study places. Parents sent their children to stay in the temples to
acquire necessary knowledge. The temples were also regarded as residence. At
present, education is provided throughout the country, therefore the youths can
study in their native areas and need not travel to stay in Bangkok. Real estate
business expansion on apartments, renting houses, and residences is also a factor
contributing to the fact that students coming to further their education in Bangkok
do not need to stay in the temples. The number of youths residing in Bangkok
temples nowadays is declining. The study also reveals that the temple youths often
come from the same native provinces or the same native regions as those of their
caretaker monks. The monks normally receive youths that are acquainted with
monks in the temples or monks' cousins. This is normally known as “being in the

line". Residing in the temples, the youths are obligated to adhere to monastic rules



(8)

and regulations, which include facifitate monks and novices' convenience especially
those residing in the same quarters, and support general affairs of the temples.

2. Regarding supervision provision to the youths, since the monastic
youths normally have good determination to excel in their study, the monks will
further help supervise and instruct righteousness, religious teachings, manner and
etiquette, and prayers to them. Additional components contributing to the success
in life of monastic youths also comprise monastic regulations which nurture
behavior of those living in the temple, penal codes which help correct wrongdoers,
a fair amout of free time after performing monastic work which provides more time
to allocate to their study, a small monastic community which facilitates the
acknowledgement among contemporary monastic youths on the success of their
Own success.

3. The research has revealed that the temples have significant roles in
enhancing the success in life of monastic youths as follows

(1) The role in enhancing educational opportunity for monastic youths
by providing accommodations and other necessary factors in student life

(2) The role in promoting virtues and ethics among monastic youths
through close association with monks who righteously behaves. Receiving mental
supervision and practice from the monks, the monastic youths behave themselves
and lead their lives diligently with discipline and determination. Despite being a
small community, the temple provides opportunity for monastic youths to meet
people from all walks of life which facilitates the ability of monastic youths to adjust
themselves to the outside world and forms basic foundation of how to live in the
society

(3) The role in promoting social status. By residing in proper
environment that allows monastic youths to see and associate with good practices,

it encourages the youths to follow the same path and that eventually leads to the

success in their lives.



(C)

4. There are various practices that can be performed to enhance
potential among monastic youths. Monastic governance should be organized in a
systematic manner. Regular supervision of monastic youths should be implemented
periodically. Monastic youths should be encouraged to participate in question and
answer sessions on dhamma. Monastic youths should acquire knowledge about
their temples so that they can behave as public relations media upon the visits to
the temples by outsiders. Recreation, sports, and generai-purpose areas should be
provided to encourage group unity. Last but not least, attitudes of both the youths
and their parents should be corrected in that staying in the temples to implant good
virtues and ethics should also be their objective apart from residing for study

purpose alone.
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