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Abstract

Research Title : The Lives and Work of Thai Musicians and Composers in
Bangkok Era
Research Period :  July 2000 — September 2001

Research Funding : Thailand Cultural Research Committee

The research titled “The Lives and Work of Thai Musicians and Composers
in Bangkok Era (1782 to present)” is a study of 60 Thai musicians, singers, music
teachers and composers that have produced outstanding works and were well-
recognized in Thailand. The purpose of this project is to portrait the lives and
works of these people in drawings, each is 16 X 20 inches in size. These drawings
will be photographed in black and white and developed in microfilms for
preservation.

Since the fund for this project is rather limited and also because of the
available information on them only 60 outstanding musicians have been selected.

The data collected will come from various sources covering the lives and
works of folk musicians, court musicians, musicians who served in the civil service
and the modern Thai musicians.

Most sources of information came from the descendants of these musicians.
Some of the information had been kept secret. Therefore, what will be portrait is
more or less positive than reality, since many of them actually experience a great
deal of hardship in their lives.

The lack of the recording of their performances together with poor quality of
the recording and with few written notation of their music make it difficult to study

the real interpretation of their works. The existing data will mostly be the memories

of their lives and works in the past.
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