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ABSTRACT

Performing arts in the Reign of King Rama IX is the research aims at studying the status
of performing arts in this reign, starting from the first year of his Accession to the Throne in 1946
until the Celebration of His Majesty the King’s 72" Birthday in 1999. The research focuses on
all kinds of theatre and dance seen in Thailand during this period. All information is gleaned from
documentaries, observations, interviews, and the researcher’s own experiences. The research
findings are classified into four important topics: 1.The King and Performing Arts, 2.Performing
Arts Education, 3.Types of Productions, and 4.Creative Dance:Rabam or dance set picces.

The rescarch finds that His Majesty the King plays a very significant role in the realm of
performing arts. Firstly, he supports Her Majesty the Queen and the Prince and the Princesses to
be able to perform or to patronize performing arts. Thus, performing arts are more recognized than
cever before; Secondly, he is a philosopher whose speeches and advices show that he thoroughly
understands the duty of performirg arts and of the artists; Thirdly ,he is a great artist whose music
and literary compositions contribute to the new creation of performing arts in Thailand; Fourthly,
his spiritual power as Brahma. the Lord of Creation, assures the continuation of the Line of
Authority in Thai performing arts’ sacred tradition; And fifth, the King, by his virtue, is the patron
of the arts.

Perfcrming  arts education in this reign starts with only the Scheol of Dramatic Arts
under the Department of Fine Arts that offered high school diploma in Thai classical performing
arts. At present, 52 higher educational institutes provide diploma, B.A., M.A_, and Ph.D programs
in performing arts. General elementary and high school systems offer various types of
performing arts classes. Many private studios alsc offer many classes in Thai dance and ballet.
Traditional training within the professional companies is very active. In addition, many non-
educational organizations such as Uncsco , Asean . Spafa and foundations for the arts suppout
greatly to the development of performing arts. Although performing arts education prospers,
there is a great need for academic researches, scholarly works and books.

Performing arts happened in this reign are many. Dance theatres from the past are still
active and adhere to their traditions and aesthetic quality. Folk theatres based upon their
popularity must continuously adapt their presentations to meet the current audience’s demands.
On the contrary , there is a trend to search for the roots i1 many folk dances. Sung drama and

western musical of the previous reigns are being revived while modem spoken drama ranging



from socialistic to melodramatic are very popular on TV and stage alike. Contemporary dramas
are more accepted among the younger generation in the recent years. Remarkably, mass media
especially TV plays a very important role in preservation, promotion and exchange of performing
arts.

Rabam or dance set pieces arc created in a large quantity which can be divided into 6
categories: 1.Dance as a part of a play production 2. Dance depicting local arts and crafts 3.
Dance pertaining to local traditions 4. Dance based upon ancient culture 5. Dance presenting
local identity and 6. Dance with other objectives. These dances were mostly created under the
culture and tourism promotious.

Characteristics of performing arts in the Reign of King Rama IX are: The continuation of
the strong tradition of performing arts with modification of certain elements allowed by the
tradition; the revival of disappearing forms with some differcnt expressions: the creation of local
identities free from the domination of court pattern. And, the contcmporary explorations
integrating all pessiblz artistic and aesthetic elements to serve the new interpretation of the Thai
value and wisdom.

Peace and tranquility cf the Reign of King Rama IX and his great contribution tc the arts
provide Thailand with outstanding development in performing arts education, production and

creation to become an everlasting asset of Thai cultural heritage.
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