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ABSTRACT

A Study of Thai Culture Through Literature : From Early Rattanakosin
to the “Revolution” of 1932 is divided into four chapters. The first chapter is the
introduction that discusses the cause of research problems and the objective that
is to study the enculturation through the four literatures namely : Phra Aphai Mani,
Si Phandin, Rom Chatra and Sam Chai as well as the benefits gained from the
research including the definitions fo cultural terms used in the research. The
second chapter presents the study through the frame of historical background of
politics, administration, economy and societies based on the above-mentioned
literatures. The third chapter frames three ways of analysis on this study as
follows : Firstly, the four selected literatures enculturate the main ideas so called
“Themes" or “Cultural Values” in the sense of the monarchs, freedom-loving,
mercy and kindness, obligation towards benefactors that make Thai Culture
harmonious, unique and supportive in various aspects, Secondly, not only the
chosen literatures enculturate the main ideas regarding the Kings, Buddhism,
qualifications of Thai women, spouse, relations, sacred and mysterious things,
dreams, having children, knowledge and careers, but also have much influence on
norms establishing the courtier folkways, the new born and topknot first hair cut,
fashion, Thai language, proverbs and sayings including another folkways which
are not included in this article. Furthermore, the four literatures encuiturate the
mores involving husband and wife, master and servant, mother and child, while
enculturating the institution of the king warfares and the institution of Thai
marriages, Thirdly, Thailand formerly had the open and modernized policies that
brought the major changes to Thai society, e.g. the conversion from the primary
relationship to the secondary relationship in the form of associational group, the
shifted regime from the Absolute Monarchy to the constitutional Monarchy and the
converted ideas depending on emotions and believes to those based on rational
and scientific principles relating the quantity of spouse, matching, divorce,

imprisonment, child delivery, studying abroad. Besides, Thai people were



materially introduced to use bicycles and cars while there were some conversion
of norms regarding Thai women wearing long hair, the use of “Pasin” (a Thai
version of sarong) instead of “Jong Krabane” (the original Thai rolied cloth used as
a skirt), sitting at a table instead of sitting on the floor when having meals, the
introduction of submitting a letter of absence for government officials including
some minor changes in the usage of Thai language. The fourth chapter is the

conclusion of all analyzed results.
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