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ABSTRACT

This research, “The Study of Structure and Method of Self-Reliance and
Successive Development Communities.”, was initiated by the Office of the National
Culture Commission (ONCC). There are two objectives. The first is to study methods
and structures of selected communities to develop themselves to be self-reliance. The
second is to study possibilities, conditions and factors to apply results from the first
objective to other communities. The conceptual framework is based on three factors;
spirituality, learning and management. There are six prototype communities from six
regions of Thailand. The period of this research is 1* October 1998 - 30™ September
1999.

The six archetype communities are Sakhli in Ayutthaya, Mae Tha in Chiang
Mai, Rom Pho Thong in Cha Choeng Sao, Pho Sri Charoen in Suphan Buri, Sakoon in
Buri Ram and Keeree Wong in Nakhon Sri Thammarat.

Sakhli is the representative of rural community that was affected from Green
Revolution, monoculture and industrial development. The re-organized and re-defined
social institutions and alternative education are the principal methods to revive the
community. Mae Tha was once an abundant community in the North. The
encroachment, logged-concession and natural resources management by the state have
prohibited villagers to manage natural resources by themselves. The old traditions,
believes and customs were applied to deal with the problems e.g. resources
management by old traditions.

Sakoon is one of the communities in the arid and infertile land of the
northeastern region. Not only the hardships from the scarcities but also the unorthodox
behaviors of the villagers that ruined the strength of community. The Isan
(Northeastern) cultures, traditions and believes are the tools to bring people back. The
extra-occupation and integrated farming are the answers for economic hardships. Pho
Sri Charoen is located in irrigation area in the western part. The wealth of natural
resources and close relationship of people are the key factors to ignite development
activities. Rom Pho Thong is a new-born community in the barren land. Some people
were evacuated, by the state, from the wildlife sanctuary, some are indigenous and
some are newcomers. Different backgrounds of people are the constraints to unite the
community. Conflicts arise from land allocation and pressures from government
agencies. Community forest and local organizations are the tools to melt people
together. Keeree Wong, the city that was circled by the mountains, is the copious
community in the South. The tighten relationship of people and the stable community
funds have protected Keeree Wong from collapse by natural and economic
catastrophes.

All communities set their own methods to apply local wisdom (folk wisdom),
the wisdom that was occurred and adapted in each place, to cope with the problems.



The common factors for every community are learning process and managing. They
establish and re-defined social institutions to serve some specific duties. Mainly, the
institutions focus on economic, resources management and social e.g. community
saving fund, cattle fund, rice bank, community forest, local irrigation system, youth
group and etc. All activities are different in details because of differences in
topography, background and situation. Applying local wisdom from one place to the
others is not an easy task. Learning process and management are easier and more
possible to apply than local wisdom. The key is adaptation and participation of
community members. Any agency that wants to support the community must accept
and recognize the rights of the community to choose.
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