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The Faith Crisis in Buddhism

Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to survey the opinions of Thai
people concerning Buddhism, 2) to study the causes of the faith crisis in
Buddhism based on monks, basic Buddhist teachings, places of worship,
religious ceremony and ritual, and lay people who practice Buddhism.

The sample group for this research consisted of Buddhist monks and lay
people. The researchers selected a sample group of 1,550 persons using
quota sampling and purposive sampling. The instrument used to collect
data was a questionnaire, and a total of 1,089 questionnaires (70.26%)
were returned for analysis. Statistical analysis measured frequency,
percentages, means, standard deviation and content analysis.

Research Results

1. Most of the sample group had a moderate level of devotion and faith
in Buddhism.

2. Most of the sample group had the following opinions regarding
Buddhism:

2.1 Concerning Buddhist monks, the sample group felt that
primarily, most Buddhist monks behave respectively and according to
Buddhist teachings; secondly, some monks behave inappropriately
which causes lay people to lose faith; and lastly, some monks' behavior
demonstrates a lack of discipline straying in the direction of animism.

2.2 Concerning Buddhist teachings, the sample group felt that
primarily, the Buddhist teachings and precepts are appropriate for all
people during all periods of time.

2.3 Concerning places of worship, the sample group felt that
primarily, the place of worship reveals Thai tradition and culture, and the
essence of being Thai (nationalism); secondly, temples and buildings
should not be constructed larger than what is necessary; and lastly, the
temple is a place for Buddhists to worship and conduct religious
ceremonies. :
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2.4 Concerning religious ceremony and ritual, the sample group felt
that primarily, religious ceremony and ritual have been closely linked to
Thai tradition and culture, and the Thai way of life throughout Thai
history; secondly, religious ceremony and ritual are central to unifying
the community; thirdly, they are the heart and soul of Buddhist people;
and lastly, they are tools for helping the youth to understand Buddhism
and nurture the development of ethics and morals in the youth.

2.5 Concerning Buddhist lay people, most of the sample group felt
that most Buddhists do not understand the basic teachings of Buddhism;
secondly, most Thai people worship Buddhism as an essential element in
their lives; and lastly, some groups have strayed in the direction of
animism and fatalism.

3. Most of the sample group were of the common opinion that the major
causes of the faith crisis in Buddhism were the monks and the Buddhist
lay people themselves. Moderate causes of the faith crisis were related to
the basic teachings, places of worship, and religious ceremony and ritual.

3.1 Concerning monks, the causes of the faith crisis among Buddhists
were inappropriate behavior of monks in their relationships with women
and other behavioral deviations; followed by monks having too much
involvement in profitable activities; not conducting themselves
according to the Buddhist code of behavior for monks; and lastly, not
living a simple lifestyle.

3.2 Concemning Buddhist teachings, the causes of the faith crisis
among Buddhists were division among the offices of authority which
leads to confusion; followed by the teachihgs were too abstract and
difficult to put into practice.

3.3 Concerning places of worship, the causes of the faith crisis
among Buddhists were the use of places of worship for entertainment
activities; followed by, too much focus on construction of buildings to
bring income to the temple; and lastly, more focus should be placed on
the Buddhist teachings.

3.4 Concerning Buddhist ceremony and ritual, the causes of the faith
crisis among Buddhists were the ceremonies were too extravagant,
putting too much emphasis on personal gain; and lastly, too much
emphasis on ceremony and ritual hence neglecting Buddhist teachings.

3.5 Concerning Buddhist lay people, the causes of the faith crisis
among Buddhists were the Buddhist lay people put too much emphasis
on the person teaching the Buddhist teachings; followed by, placing
more emphasis on fatalism than on personal activities related to:Karma,
worshiping famous monks or gurus who are famous for their good luck
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amulets; lay people not following Buddhist teachings; lay people not
understanding authentic and basic Buddhist teachings, and lastly, lay
people who put more faith in animism than in Buddhism.

4. The majority of the sample group made the following suggestions:
Monks should not teach lay people to believe in fatalism and fortune-
telling, rather they should teach Buddhist precepts to develop the heart
and soul to a higher level. There should be stricter regulations for
receiving Buddhist lay people to be ordained monks, and abbots should
be more selective by examining the candidates' behavior. There should
be more educational development of monks in Buddhist teachings and
precepts, and monks should teach lay people to conduct their lives in the
same way. Schools should teach and transfer basic teachings of
Buddhism to the youth by instilling moral behavior in the youth.
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