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Miss Yui Nakamura 1996 : The Dynamics of Consumer Culture and
Lifestyles of the Thai Metropolitan Youths : A Case Study of
Junior and Senior High School Students in Metropolitan Bangkok.
Master of Arts (Social Development), Major Field Social
Development, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. -Thesis
Advisor : Associate Prof. Surichai Wun’Gaeo. 194 pages.

The objectives of the study were. to analyse the processes of
symbolic construction of a commodity and how the symbolism influences
the consumption pattern of youths, and to find out how social insti-
tuions. especially peer groups. and socio-economic status are
associated with these processes.

Character goods. especially a brand named product. were selected
as a specific commodity that represents consumer culture among the

vouths in Bangkok.

Research methods emploved were both qualitive and quantitive,
including secondary data. observation, informal and guestionarie

interviews.

The sample group consisted of female students who study at the
three junior and senior high schools located in Chatuchack Area.
Bangkok. Non-purposive sampling technique was employed.

The findings were : the consumption styvle of character ‘goods
among the sample mostly reflected market capitalism. it also opened
some rooms for self-identity as characteristics of youth culture.

The sample group in this study tended to express themselves in
both the imitation and the distinction processes. and appealed to
others that they are more luxurious, and at least equal or more
affluent than others through the symbolism of character goods being in
fashion among the class-mates or the same age-group. That the goods
were made in a foreign country and of higher prices also made the goods

themselves new status symbol.
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"The winds of change in the Thai l!ifestyls are sweeping across
this nation with a speed that awes evan the keenest observers.
The vibrant economic growth has brought rthis country to a new
level of affluence and with it a degree of westernization.

Now 1t looks good and feels good to live and consume with the
western style...The era of mass consumerism is upon us... The
globalization of consumerism transcends cultural diffenences
and leaves the value of restraint as expoused by Buddhism a

relic of the past. Consumerism puts the whole show on stage.
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mwswqwuanﬁ 2 GDP and Growth Rates of Thailand. Sectoral Shares.

1986-1990

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
GDP_in billions baht 1,095 1,253 1,507 1,776 2,191 2.505 2,804 -
Sectoral shares (%)
Agriculture 16.3 16.4 16.6 15.0 12.7 12.6 11.8 -
Industry [b] 42.2 42,1 42.9 44.5 37.1 38.6 38.7 -
{Manufacturing) 23.6 23.9 24.8 25.5 27.2 28.3 28.3 -
Trade & Services 41.5 41.5 40.5 40.5 50.2 48.3 49.5 -
Growth rates (%)
Overall 4.9 9.5 13.2 12.0 10.0 8.1 7.6 8.1
Agriculture 0.3 -0.2 10.2 6.6 -1.8 5.0 4.0 2.4
Industry 7.7 11.9 16.2 15.5 14.8 11.9 9.3 11.3
Manufacturing 10.8 13.3 16.8 14.9 13.7 .9 7.2 6.3
ﬁnq : 1) National Income of Thailand New Series, 1970-1987

2) National Income of Thailand, 19%4

3) United Nations, 1995



msmand 3 smasanSenes WA, 2507-2537

151

i Snwlanlagned unInady S
wningdseensy 499 | BNYY

2507 2,991 - 2,991
2513 10,741 - 10,741
2516 16,141 902 17,043
2518 22,063 1,842 23,905
2520 24,3870 4,087 28,957
2523 32,765 4,087 36,852
2528 51,790 3,400 60,190
2531 57,324 11,193 68,517
2337 51,924 23,94= 75,869
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3Nt 4 Yovaxvaefiiu uuneuged imnssy 1 1960-1994

Categzory 1960 1oks 1994
Professicnal & technical 1.3 2.4 3.3
sdministrative, executive & managerial 0.2 1.5 1.4
Clerical 1.1 2.3 3.4
Saleg $.3 10.0 10,5
Service industries 2.0 32.A 4.0
Agriculture & fishing 2.3 3.6 7.8
Production & related workers 7.1 13.3 15.1
Qthers 0.7 0.1 3.4

MM ;1) Euromonitor Co. Ltd. 1992

2) NSUATARNINTIAY fUATANS I NTENTININE T, 2338
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Media Household Penertration Rares., 1990 (%)
SIS X Yanas

Television
- Bangkok as
- Up-country (urban) a2
- Up-country frural} £4
Radin
- Bangkok a0
- Up-country furban) 27
- Up-country (rural! T4
VCRs
- Bangkolk 4z
- Up-country ‘urban! a0
- Up-country {rural! 2
Claimed circulaticn of magazine (1990)
- Women’s magazines 1.90 mil.
- Business magazines 0,41 mil.

ﬁu\ : Dgilvy and Marther Research oo, Ltd, 1901
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