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Local Culture History Case Study of BanSuanyai

Ampur Muang Nonthaburi Province
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ABSTRACT

In the past, most of the land in Baan Suan Yai, Nonthaburi province was used to be fruit orchards,
especially durian orchards. It was known very well that durians from here had the most favorable taste in
Nonthaburi. However, in the present, Baan Suan Yai is merely referred to as a legend of Nonthaburi province.

This historical and cultural case study of Baan Suan Yai, Nonthaburi province reveals that some
orchardists from here have still inherited the wisdom of planting orchard trees from their ancestors, at least,
since the beginning of Ayudhya regime. Significant evidence can be traced from Khemapirataram temple,
which has exhibited the settlement of people in this neighborhood in the old days. The other important
evidence is from a record of foreigners indicating that the residents in this region mostly lived their lives on
doing orchard work.

The planting of durians was assumed to commence at beginning of Ayudhya regime when the
ancestors of the present Nonthaburi residents were recruited to fight in Tanaosri and Marid battle during the
era of King Rama I, Phra Phutta Yotfa Chulalok. After the war was over, they had brought back durian seeds
along with them to cultivate, adapt, and improve the plant until they had new 21 varieties of durian all
together. This can be good reference that people from Baan Suan Yai have possessed local wisdom which
have been accumulated and passed on to their following generations all through the present years. This is also
viewed as valuable heritage that people in the present generations should be proud of.

However, according to the study, the wisdom is now facing the decline in terms of the durian orchard
work and its cultural way of life. Two main causes of the decline were from flooding and the result of national
development planning policy issued by the concurrent government. During World War 11, there were great
floods in 1941 and 1942, which caused enormous damage to durian orchards. The orchardists were trying to
restore their orchards due to the income earned from growing durians could sufficiently support their
children’s education. Later Major General Por Phibusongkram had restored some land from the people to
build Phibusongkram Road, this consequently turned the area of Baan Suan Yai to be city and also resulted in
migration of people from other places into this area which, in sequence, decreased the land for orchard work.
Some orchardists gave up their plantation for the reason that they hardly insisted on the increasing price of
land sale to new comers. However, some still do orchard work.

According to the first Thailand’s National Economic and Social Development Plan, the electricity plant
in Bang Gruay was built to sustain the industrial growth. The durian orchards were extremely effected by

black smoke from the oil used for electricity production. The black smoke has covered durian leaves and



caused the death of the trees. Another factor has resulted from the construction of Chao Phya dam in Chainat
that has changed the water current in the Chao Phya river, which has been increasingly encroached by
seawater effecting the orchards. Many orchardists have given up and turned themselves to do something else
abandoning the orchard work behind.

In 1983, there was critical flooding, most of the orchardists adjusted their ways of lives by turning
themselves to be landlords, some of them moved out to live in other places. The land once was used to be
orchards have been transformed to be the land for houses for rent, real estates, buildings, condominiums,
factories, and etc. People now prefer traveling by boat less and less. Water from canals or rivers that was even
once used for drinking is now replaced water supply from new city life. The old way of living, hence, is also

replaced by modern lifestyle as seen nowadays.
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